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Professional Experience

2023-Present Associate Professor, Department of Health Services, Policy and Practice, Brown
University School of Public Health
Associate Director, Brown University Center for Advancing Health Policy through
Research

2025-Present Markets and Competition Lab Lead

2019-2023  Economist, RAND Corporation

2019-2023 Professor, RAND Pardee Graduate School

2021-2023  Core Member, RAND Center for Causal Inference

2016-2019  Associate Policy Researcher, RAND Corporation

2015-2016  Research Economist, Berkeley Center for Health Technology

External Service and Professional Activities

2026-Present Editorial Board, American Journal of Health Economics

2025-Present Advisor, Employer Health Claims Collaborative

2025-Present NIHCM Foundation Research Award Judge

2024-Present Governing Board, Health Care Cost Institute

2022-Present Editorial Board, Medical Care Research and Review

2021-Present Editorial Board, Health Services Research

2022-Present Advisory Board, Texas Employers for Affordable Healthcare

2022 Member, Expert Panel on the No Surprises Act and Health Care Consolidation,
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation

2021-2022  Mentor, California Public Employees’ Retirement System Health Care Training
Academy

Education
2011-2015  University of California, Berkeley, Ph.D., Health Policy (Economics Track)
2004-2008  University of Chicago, B.A., Economics

Awards and Honors

2024 Finalist, NIHCM Foundation Annual Health Care Research Award

2022 National Association of Health Data Organizations, Innovation in Data Dissemination
Award

2021 American Journal of Managed Care, Seema S. Sonnad Emerging Leader in Managed
Care Research Award

2020 Conference on Health IT and Analytics, Young Scholar Award

2020 RAND Gold Medal

2019 RAND Bronze Medal

2018 RAND Health Associate Peer Mentor Award

2015 AHRQ Research Conference Director’s Award

2015 Finalist, NIHCM Foundation Annual Health Care Research Award

Teaching

2024-2025  Measuring and Improving the Quality of Health Care (Brown MPH students)
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2021-2023  Health Economics (RAND PhD students)
2015-2019  Microeconomics of Health Care Policy (Health economics for UC Berkeley MBA, MPH,
and PhD students)

Invited Testimony

U.S. House Ways and Means Oversight Subcommittee. September 2025. Reassessing the Value of
Nonprofit Hospital Tax Exemptions: Community Benefit or Missed Opportunity?
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Whaley Ways-and-Means-
Nonprofit-Hospitals-.pdf

Vermont House Committee on Health Care. April 2025. S.126 Payment Reforms
Presentation: “Vermont Healthcare Affordability: Cost Drivers and Economic Impacts”
https://gmcboard.vermont.gov/legislative-testimony

California Office of Health Care Affordability Board. August 2024. Examining Monterey-Area Hospital
Prices.

United States Senate Special Committee on Aging. July 2024. Health Care Transparency: Lowering
Costs and Empowering Patients.

Statement: Whaley, Christopher. 2024. “Health Care Price Transparency
Opportunities to Lower Costs and Improve Competition.”
https://www.aging.senate.gov/download/testimony whaley-071124

Oregon Senate Interim Committee on Health Care. May 2024. Price Transparency and Uses of All-
Payer Claims Data.

U.S. House Education and Workforce Committee, Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, and
Pensions. January 2024. Lowering Costs and Increasing Access to Health Care with Employer-
Driven Innovation.

Statement: Whaley, Christopher M. 2024. “Reducing Costs and Improving Access to Care:
Employer-Driven Health Benefit Design Innovations.”
https://www.rand.org/pubs/testimonies/CTA3159-1.html

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. May 2023. Price Transparency
Roundtable.

U.S. House Ways and Means Committee. May 2023. Full Committee Hearing on Health Care Price
Transparency: A Patient’s Right to Know.

Statement: Whaley, Christopher M. 2023. “Health Care Price Transparency: Opportunities to
Improve Affordability and Data Effectiveness,” May.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/testimonies/CTA2767-1.html

Texas House of Representatives Select Committee on Health Care Reform. August 2022.

Statement: Whaley, Christopher M. 2022. “Health Care Affordability: State Policy Options to
Control Costs.” RAND Corporation. https://www.rand.org/pubs/testimonies/CTA2157-1.html

California State Assembly Committee on Health. October 2020. “Health Care Affordability: How to

Control Costs in California?”

Publications

Peer Reviewed Publications (Economics)

1. Munnich, Elizabeth L., Michael R. Richards, Christopher M. Whaley, and Xiaoxi Zhao. 2026.
“Raising the Stakes: Physician Facility Investments and Provider Agency.” American Economic
Review 116 (2): 502—34. https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.20211324.

2. Mizushima, Yuji, Christopher Whaley, and Hao Yu. 2025. “The Repeal of Noneconomic Damage
Caps and Medical Malpractice Insurance Premiums.” Health Economics 34 (12): 2223-37.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

https://doi.org/10.1002/hec.70032.

Agrawal, Virat, Jonathan H. Cantor, Neeraj Sood, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “The Impact
of the COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on Mental Health Outcomes.” Accepted, American Journal
of Health Economics https://doi.org/10.3386/w29593.

Media coverage: MarketWatch, The Economist

Bravata, Dena, Jonathan Cantor, Neeraj Sood, and Christopher Whaley. 2025. “Back to School:
The Effect of School Visits During COVID-19 on COVID-19 Outcomes.” Journal of Health
Economics, June, 103025. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhealeco.2025.103025.

Lin, Haizhen, Ian M. McCarthy, Michael Richards, and Christopher Whaley. 2025. “Owning the
Agent: Hospital Influence on Physician Behaviors.” Journal of Human Resources, May.
https://doi.org/10.3368/jhr.0723-13024R2.

Levin, Jonathan S., Xiaoxi Zhao, and Christopher Whaley. 2025. “Impact of Hospital-Physician
Vertical Integration on Physician-Administered Drug Spending and Utilization.” Health Economics
34 (2): 345—67. https://doi.org/10.1002/hec.4909.

Whaley, Christopher M., and Xiaoxi Zhao. 2024. “The Effects of Physician Vertical Integration on
Referral Patterns, Patient Welfare, and Market Dynamics.” Journal of Public Economics 238
(October):105175. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2024.105175.

Richards, Michael R., and Christopher M. Whaley. 2024. “Hospital Behavior over the Private
Equity Life Cycle.” Journal of Health Economics, May, 102902.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhealeco.2024.102902.

Lin, Haizhen, Elizabeth L. Munnich, Michael R. Richards, Christopher M. Whaley, and Xiaoxi
Zhao. 2023. “Private Equity and Healthcare Firm Behavior: Evidence from Ambulatory Surgery
Centers.” Journal of Health Economics, August, 102801.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhealec0.2023.102801.

2024 NIHCM Foundation Annual Health Care Research Award Finalist

Rabideau, Brendan, Michael R. Richards, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2024. “Training Labor and
Treatment Behavior: Evidence from Physician Residency Programs.” Health Economics
https://doi.org/10.1002/hec.4841.

Agrawal, Virat, Jonathan Cantor, Neeraj Sood, and Christopher Whaley. 2023 “The Impact of
COVID-19 Shelter-in-Place Policy Responses on Excess Mortality.” Health Economics.
https://doi.org/10.1002/hec.4737.

Cantor, Jonathan, Neeraj Sood, Dena M. Bravata, Megan Pera, and Christopher Whaley. 2022.
“The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic and Policy Response on Health Care Utilization: Evidence

from County-Level Medical Claims and Cellphone Data.” Journal of Health Economics, January,
102581. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhealeco.2022.102581.

Richards, Michael R., Jonathan Seward, and Christopher Whaley. 2021. “Treatment Consolidation
after Vertical Integration: Evidence from Outpatient Procedure Markets.” Journal of Health
Economics, November, 102569. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhealeco.2021.102569.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Chen, Alice J., Michael R. Richards, Christopher M. Whaley, and Xiaoxi Zhao. 2022. “The Extent
of Externalities from Medicare Payment Policy.” American Journal of Health Economics 8 (2): 181—
215. https://doi.org/10.1086/718769.

Aouad, Marion, Timothy T. Brown, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2021. “Understanding the
Distributional Impacts of Health Insurance Reform: Evidence from a Consumer Cost-Sharing
Program.” Health Economics 30 (11): 2780-93. https://doi.org/10.1002/hec.4410.

Whaley, Christopher M. 2019. “Provider Responses to Online Price Transparency.” Journal of
Health Economics 66 (June): 241-59.

Whaley, Christopher, Timothy Brown, and James Robinson. "Consumer responses to price
transparency alone versus price transparency combined with reference pricing." American Journal of
Health Economics 5, no. 2 (2019): 227-249.

Aouad, Marion, Timothy T. Brown, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2019. “Reference Pricing: The
Case of Screening Colonoscopies.” Journal of Health Economics 65 (May): 246-59.

Whaley, Christopher M., and Timothy T. Brown. 2018. “Firm Responses to Targeted Consumer
Incentives: Evidence from Reference Pricing for Surgical Services.” Journal of Health Economics
61 (September): 111-33.

Whaley, Christopher, Chaoran Guo, and Timothy T. Brown. 2017. “The Moral Hazard Effects of
Consumer Responses to Targeted Cost-Sharing.” Journal of Health Economics 56:201-21.

Frech, H.E., I1I., Christopher Whaley, Benjamin R. Handel, Liora Bowers, Carol J. Simon, and
Richard M. Scheffler. 2015. “Market Power, Transactions Costs, and the Entry of Accountable Care
Organizations in Health Care.” Review of Industrial Organization, vol. 47, 167-193.

Working Papers (Economics)

Richards, Michael and Christopher Whaley. 2026. The Current Era of Health Care Industry
Consolidation. Revise and Resubmit, Journal of Economic Perspectives.

Damberg, Cheryl, Michael Richards, Christopher Whaley, Xiaoxi Zhao. 2024. “Efficiency in
Organizational Structure? Assessing Heterogeneous Effects in Hospital-Physician Integration.
Revise and Resubmit, Journal of Health Economics.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/external_publications/EP70637.html

Richards, Michael R., Maggie Shi, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Economic Shocks and
Healthcare Capital Investments.” Working Paper. Working Paper Series. National Bureau of
Economic Research. https://doi.org/10.3386/w33487. Revise and Resubmit, American Economic
Journal: Economic Policy

Alpert, Abby E., Atul Gupta, Michael R. Richards, Sarah D. Schutz, and Christopher M. Whaley.
2026. “Does Advertising Expand the Market for Hospital Services? Evidence from Medicare.”
Working Paper No. 34657. Working Paper Series. National Bureau of Economic Research, January.
https://doi.org/10.3386/w34657. Revise and Resubmit, Journal of Health Economics
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e Arnold, Daniel and Christopher Whaley, Who Pays for Health Care Costs? The Effects of Health
Care Prices on Wages. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2020.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/working papers/WRA621-2.html.

e Richards, Michael R., Maggie Shi, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2024. “Managing Margins: PE
Effects on Financial, Physical, and Human Capital.” Working Paper. National Bureau of Economic
Research. https://doi.org/10.3386/w32840. Revise and Resubmit Journal of Industrial Economics

e Brownstein, John, Jonathan H. Cantor, Benjamin Rader, Kosali I. Simon, and Christopher M.
Whaley. 2022. “If You Build It, Will They Vaccinate? The Impact of COVID-19 Vaccine Sites on
Vaccination Rates and Outcomes.” w30429. National Bureau of Economic Research.
https://doi.org/10.3386/w30429.

e Agrawal, Virat, Neeraj Sood, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2022. “The Ex-Ante Moral Hazard
Effects of COVID-19 Vaccines” w30602. National Bureau of Economic Research.
https://doi.org/10.3386/w30602.

e Myers, David, Jay Shroff, Yashaswini Singh, and Christopher M. Whaley. “Corporate Practice of
Medicine: Vertical Alignment and Medicare Advantage Risk Coding.”
https://repository.library.brown.edu/studio/item/bdr:7f6add9m/

e Chartock, Benjamin and Christopher Whaley. “Bidding in Arbitration: Negotiated Rates from
Disputes Between Insurers and Doctors in the No Surprises Act.”
https://repository.library.brown.edu/studio/item/bdr:xvmbam9w/

e Arnold, Daniel, Nandita Radhakrishnan, and Christopher Whaley. 2025. “Foisted: The Spillover
Effects of Hospital Mergers on Costs and Utilization.” SSRN Scholarly Paper. Rochester, NY:
Social Science Research Network. https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=5265291.

e Richards, Michael R., Jonathan Seward, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. Returns to Trainees in a
Highly Regulated Labor Market. No. W34365. National Bureau of Economic Research.
https://doi.org/10.3386/w34365.

e Cantor, Jonathan H., Jill Horwitz, Christopher M. Whaley, and Anthony Yu. 2025. “The
Relationship Between Certificate of Need Laws and Mortality.” Working Paper No. 34403. Working
Paper Series. National Bureau of Economic Research, October. https://doi.org/10.3386/w34403.

e Arnold, Daniel R., Michael R. Richards, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2026. “Stress Relief?
Externalities from Specialty Hospital Entry.” Working Paper No. 34772. Working Paper Series.
National Bureau of Economic Research, January. https://doi.org/10.3386/w34772.

e Oh, Hyesung and Christopher Whaley. 2026. “Delivering Amidst Consolidation: Implications of
Hospital Mergers on Newborn and Maternal Outcomes in the US Medicaid Program”
https://github.com/hyesunghaceoh/hyesunghaceoh.github.io/blob/main/jmp/2025-11-14_Oh-
JMP_Whaley Hospital Mergers_Natality.pdf
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Radhakrishnan, Nandita, Christopher Whaley, and Yashaswini Singh. 2026. “Mergers without
Borders: Private Equity Rollups of Physician Practices”

Peer Reviewed Publications (Health Policy and Health Services Research)

22.

23.

24.

Robinson, James, Ari Kosorukov, and Christopher Whaley. 2026 “Hospital Adoption and Pricing
for Oncology Biosimilars. Accepted, JAMA

Arnold, Daniel R., Megha Reddy, Jonathan Cantor, et al. 2026. “Private Equity in Autism Services.”
JAMA Pediatrics, 2026. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2025.5443.

McBain, Ryan K., Jonathan Cantor, Rose Kerber, Cheryl L. Damberg, and Christopher M.
Whaley. 2026. “Telehealth vs In-Person Outpatient Mental Health Service Use and Spending
Among Medicare Beneficiaries From 2019 to 2023.” JAMA Network Open 9 (1): €2552239.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2025.52239.

25. Murray, Roslyn C, Haroon Janjua, and Christopher M Whaley. 2025. “Site-Neutral Payment for

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Routine Services Could Save Commercial Purchasers and Patients Billions.” Health Affairs Scholar
3 (12): gxaf241. https://doi.org/10.1093/haschl/gxaf241.

Murray, Roslyn C., Andrew M. Ryan, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Hospital Finances,
Operations, And Patient Experience Remain Stable After Oregon’s Hospital Payment Cap Was
Implemented.” Health Affairs 44 (12): 1482—-89. https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00682.

Cantor, Jonathan, Rose Kerber, Cheryl L. Damberg, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “US
Physician Medicare Program Participation and Exit, 2013-2023.” JAMA 334 (19): 1763-65.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2025.15343.

Nguyen, Thuy D., Christopher M. Whaley, Kosali Simon, et al. 2025. “Adoption of Artificial
Intelligence in the Health Care Sector.” JAMA Health Forum 6 (11): €255029.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamahealthforum.2025.5029.

Philips, Alexander P., Nandita Radhakrishnan, Christopher M. Whaley, and Yashaswini Singh.
2025. “Hospital- And Private Equity—Affiliated Specialty Physicians Negotiate Higher Prices Than
Independent Physicians.” Health Affairs 44 (10): 1226-34.
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00493.

Zhao, Xiaoxi, Christopher M. Whaley, Elizabeth L. Munnich, Jessica Y. Lee, and Ashley M.
Kranz. 2025. “Pricing and Insurance Networks in Outpatient Surgery Markets.” The American
Journal of Managed Care 31 (10): 571-74. https://doi.org/10.37765/ajmc.2025.89807.

Kranz, Ashley M., Xiaoxi Zhao, Elizabeth Munnich, Jessica Y. Lee, and Christopher Whaley.
2025. “Medicaid Payments and Outcomes for Pediatric Dental Surgical Procedures by Site of Care.”
JAMA Network Open 8 (10): €2537081. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2025.37081.

Maughan, Matthew P., Andrew M. Ryan, Nandita Radhakrishnan, and Christopher M. Whaley.
2025. “Commercial Insurers Paid More For Procedures At Hospital Outpatient Departments Than At
Ambulatory Surgical Centers.” Health Affairs 44 (10): 1291-97.
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00297.

January 2026 6


https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2025.5443
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2025.52239
https://doi.org/10.1093/haschl/qxaf241
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00682
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2025.15343
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamahealthforum.2025.5029
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00493
https://doi.org/10.37765/ajmc.2025.89807
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2025.37081
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00297

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Pearson, Steven D, Christopher M Whaley, and Sarah K Emond. 2025. “Affordable Access to
GLP-1 Obesity Medications: Strategies to Guide Market Action and Policy Solutions in the US.”
Journal of Comparative Effectiveness Research 14 (9): €250083. https://doi.org/10.57264/cer-2025-
0083.

Khunte, Mihir, Nandita Radhakrishnan, Christopher Whaley, and Yashaswini Singh. 2025.
“Association of Private Equity and Hospital Consolidation and Negotiated Prices of Radiologic
Services.” Journal of the American College of Radiology, ahead of print, September 2.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jacr.2025.07.008.

Shepherd, Martha, Pen-Che Ho, Jon Harris-Shapiro, et al. 2025. “The Effects of a Digital Digestive
Care Management Program on Employee Absenteeism.” Journal of Occupational and
Environmental Medicine 67 (9): €612—15. https://doi.org/10.1097/JOM.0000000000003441.

Singh, Yashaswini, Jonathan Cantor, Christopher M. Whaley, Bryant Shuey, Rebecca Bilden, and
J. Travis Donahoe. 2025. “Private Equity Acquiring Large Shares Of The Opioid Treatment Market
Without Changing Market-Level Methadone Supply.” Health Affairs 44 (9): 1181-809.
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00326.

Fang, Cal Chengqi, Sabrina D. Wang, Jonathan Cantor, Christopher M. Whaley, Brian Briscombe,
and Joseph Dov Bruch. 2025. “Pay Gap Between Nonprofit Hospital CEOs And Employees Grew,
2009-23.” Health Affairs 44 (8): 953—62. https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.01494.

Philips, Alexander P., and Christopher Whaley. 2025. “Commercial Price Variation in
Ophthalmology.” JAMA Ophthalmology 143 (8): 703-7.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamaophthalmol.2025.1693.

Philips, Alexander P., and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Commercial Price Variation for
Common Services in General Surgery.” JAMA Network Open 8 (6): €2517818.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2025.17818.

Wang, Yang, Jared Perkins, Christopher M. Whaley, and Ge Bai. 2025. “Sharp Rise In Urban
Hospitals With Rural Status In Medicare, 2017-23.” Health Affairs 44 (8): 963—69.
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2025.00019.

Philips, Alexander P, and Christopher Whaley. 2025. “Commercial Price Variation for Common
Imaging Studies.” Health Affairs Scholar 3 (5): qxaf092. https://doi.org/10.1093/haschl/qxaf092.

Philips, Alexander P., and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Commercial Price Variation for
Emergency Services Evaluation and Management.” Annals of Emergency Medicine, May.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annemergmed.2025.04.016.

Robinson, James C., and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Site-Neutral Payment And Biosimilars
Competition Are Complementary Purchaser Strategies For Cancer Biologics.” Health Affairs 44 (6):
677-83. https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.01549.

Ryan, Andrew M., Christopher M. Whaley, Erin C. Fuse Brown, Nandita Radhakrishnan, and
Roslyn C. Murray. 2025. “Rhode Island’s Affordability Standards Led To Hospital Price Reductions
And Lower Insurance Premiums.” Health Affairs 44 (5): 597-605.
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45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaftf.2024.01146.

Nguyen, Thuy, Christopher Whaley, Kosali I. Simon, and Jonathan Cantor. 2025. “Health Care
Workforce Recovery After the End of the COVID-19 Emergency.” JAMA, June.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2025.8588.

Ryan, Andrew M., Anupama Warrier, Geronimo Bejarano, Christopher M. Whaley, David J.
Meyers, and Meehir N. Dixit. 2025. “Trends in Plan Offerings, Enrollment, and Premiums in
Medicare Advantage and Medigap.” Health Services Research: €14456.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6773.14456.

Bejarano, Geronimo, Hamid Torabzadeh, Durga Borkar, Christopher Whaley, and Yashaswini
Singh. 2025. “Private Equity Acquisitions and Industry Payments in Ophthalmology.” JAMA
Ophthalmology, February. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamaophthalmol.2025.0002.

Singh, Yashaswini, Geronimo Bejarano Cardenas, Hamid Torabzadeh, Durga Borkar, and
Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Physician Turnover Increased In Private Equity—Acquired
Physician Practices.” Health Affairs 44 (3): 280—-87. https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.00974.

Whaley, Christopher, Nandita Radhakrishnan, Michael Richards, Kosali Simon, and Benjamin
Chartock. 2025. “Understanding Health Care Price Variation: Evidence from Transparency-in-
Coverage Data.” Health Affairs Scholar 3 (2): qxaf011. https://doi.org/10.1093/haschl/qxafO11.

Singh, Yashaswini, Nandita Radhakrishnan, Loren Adler, and Christopher Whaley. 2025. “Growth
of Private Equity and Hospital Consolidation in Primary Care and Price Implications.” JAMA Health
Forum 6 (1): €244935. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamahealthforum.2024.4935.

Wang, Yang, Christopher M. Whaley, and Ge Bai. 2025. “Healthcare Price Transparency:
Research Findings and Implications for Policy and Practice.” Journal of General Internal Medicine,
January. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11606-024-09295-4.

Whaley, Christopher, Marilyn Bartlett, and Ge Bai. 2024. “Financial Performance Gaps Between
Critical Access Hospitals and Other Acute Care Hospitals.” JAMA Health Forum 5 (12): €243959.
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Media coverage in Reuters

120. Robinson, James C., Timothy T. Brown, Christopher Whaley, and Emily Finlayson. 2015.
“Association of Reference Payment for Colonoscopy with Consumer Choices, Insurer Spending, and
Procedural Complications.” JAMA Internal Medicine, September, 1-7.

AHRQ Research Conference Director’s Award.

121.  Robinson, James C., Timothy Brown, and Christopher Whaley. 2015. “Reference-Based

Benefit Design Changes Consumers’ Choices And Employers’ Payments For Ambulatory Surgery.”
Health Affairs, 34 (3): 415-22.
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122.  Whaley, Christopher, H. E. Frech, and Richard M. Scheffler. 2015. “Accountable Care
Organizations in California: Market Forces at Work?”’ Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law,
vol. 40(4).

123.  Whaley, Christopher, Mary Reed, John Hsu, and Vicki Fung. 2015. “Functional Limitations,
Home Support, and Responses to Drug Costs Among Medicare Beneficiaries.” PLOS ONE 10 (12).

124. Robinson, James C., Timothy T. Brown, Christopher Whaley, and Kevin J. Bozic. 2015.
“Consumer Choice Between Hospital-Based and Freestanding Facilities for Arthroscopy.” Journal
of Bone and Joint Surgery, 97 (18): 1473-81.

125.  Whaley, Christopher, Jennifer Schneider Chafen, Sophie Pinkard, Gabriella Kellerman, Dena
Bravata, Bob Kocher, and Neeraj Sood. 2014. “Association Between Availability of Health Service
Prices and Payments for These Services.” JAMA: The Journal of the American Medical Association,
312 (16): 1670-76.

Media coverage in Bloomberg, Bloomberg View, Forbes, Reuters, and the Washington Post
One of five finalists for the National Institute for Health Care Management’s Annual Research
Award

Peer Reviewed RAND Reports

1. Whaley, Christopher M., Rose Kerber, Daniel Wang, Aaron Kofner, and Brian Briscombe. 2024.
“Prices Paid to Hospitals by Private Health Plans: Findings from Round 5 of an Employer-Led
Transparency Initiative.” RAND Corporation.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1144-2.html.

2. Levin, Jonathan S., Daniel J. Crespin, Jin Kim, Rachel O. Reid, Christopher M. Whaley, and
Michael Dworsky. 2024. “Methodologies to Measure Upcoding in Provider Settings: A Scoping
Review.” RAND Corporation. https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2683-1.html.

3. Whaley, Christopher M., Brian Briscombe, Rose Kerber, Brenna O’Neill, and Aaron Kofner. 2022.
“Prices Paid to Hospitals by Private Health Plans: Findings from Round 4 of an Employer-Led
Transparency Initiative.” Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1144-1.html.

4. Uscher-Pines, Lori, Natasha Arora, Maggie Jones, Abbie Lee, Jessica L. Sousa, Colleen M.
McCullough, Sarita D. Lee, et al. 2022. “Experiences of Health Centers in Implementing Telehealth
Visits for Underserved Patients During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Results from the Connected Care
Accelerator Initiative.” RAND Corporation. https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1840-
1.html.

5. Liu, Jodi L., Zachary M. Levinson, Nabeel Shariq Qureshi, and Christopher M. Whaley, Impact of
Policy Options for Reducing Hospital Prices Paid by Private Health Plans. Santa Monica, CA:
RAND Corporation, 2021. https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA805-1.html.

6. Mulcahy, Andrew W., Christopher M. Whaley, Mahlet G. Tebeka, Daniel Schwam, Nathaniel
Edenfield, and Alejandro U. Becerra-Ornelas. 2021. “International Prescription Drug Price
Comparisons: Current Empirical Estimates and Comparisons with Previous Studies,” January.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2956.html.

January 2026 15


http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-10-21/shopping-around-for-a-ct-scan-can-save-100-study-finds.html
http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2014-10-21/let-people-shop-for-health-care
http://www.forbes.com/sites/zinamoukheiber/2014/10/21/castlight-health-jama-study-shows-price-comparison-tools-can-lower-medical-costs/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/10/23/us-healthcare-costs-spending-idUSKCN0IC2K420141023
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2014/10/21/the-incredible-cost-savings-that-are-possible-when-patients-can-actually-shop-around/
http://www.nihcm.org/awards/research
http://www.nihcm.org/awards/research
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2683-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1144-1.html
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1840-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA805-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2956.html

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Kapinos, Kandice A., Carter C. Price, Drew M. Anderson, Adrienne M. Propp, Raffaele Vardavas,
and Christopher M. Whaley. 2021. “Analysis of the 10Plan: A Self-Pay System Designed to
Minimize the Burden of Health Care Costs,” January.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR4270.html.

Mulcahy, Andrew W., Brian Phillips, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2021. “Balancing Access and
Cost Control in the TRICARE Prescription Drug Benefit,” January.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR4445.html.

Whaley, Christopher M., Brian Briscombe, Rose Kerber, Brenna O’Neill, and Aaron Kofner. 2020.
“Nationwide Evaluation of Health Care Prices Paid by Private Health Plans: Findings from Round 3
of an Employer-Led Transparency Initiative,” September.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR4394.html.

Media coverage in the New York Times, Bloomberg Law, Fierce Healthcare, Modern Healthcare,
Forbes, Axios

Duffy, Erin L., Christopher Whaley, and Chapin White. "The Price and Spending Impacts of
Limits on Payments to Hospitals for Out-of-Network Care." 2020.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR4378.html

White, Chapin and Christopher Whaley. “Prices Paid to Hospitals by Private Health Plans Are
High Relative to Medicare and Vary Widely: Findings from an Employer-Led Transparency
Initiative.” Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2019.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR3033.html.

Media coverage in the New York Times, Forbes, Bloomberg, and the Wall Street Journal

Eibner, Christine, Dmitry Khodyakov, Erin Audrey Taylor, et al. "First Annual Evaluation Report of
the Medicare Advantage Value-Based Insurance Design Model Test.” RAND Corporation, 2018.
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/files/reports/vbid-yr1-evalrpt.pdf

Farmer, Carrie M., Terri Tanielian, et al. Integrating Department of Defense and Department of
Veterans Affairs Purchased Care: Preliminary Feasibility Assessment. Santa Monica, CA: RAND
Corporation, 2018. https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2762.html

Kapinos, Kandice A., Brian Briscombe, Tadeja Gracner, Aaron Strong, Christopher Whaley, Emily
Hoch, Jakub P. Hlavka, Spencer R. Case and Peggy G. Chen. Public Cord Blood Banks: Worthy of
National Investment. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2017.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB9977.html.

Kapinos, Kandice A., Brian Briscombe, Tadeja Gracner, Aaron Strong, Christopher Whaley, Emily
Hoch, Jakub P. Hlavka, Spencer R. Case and Peggy G. Chen. Challenges to the Sustainability of the
U.S. Public Cord Blood System. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2017.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1898.html.

Mattock, Michael G., Beth J. Asch, James Hosek, Christopher Whaley, and Christina Panis. 2014.
Toward Improved Management of Officer Retention. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR764.html

Non-Peer Reviewed Research and Reports
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10.

11

12.

. Hostert, Nathan, Roslyn Murray, Christopher M. Whaley, and Erin C. Fuse Brown. 2025. “How

States Are Using Hospital Price Caps To Save Money.” Health Affairs Forefront. October 9.
https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20251008.247769.

Jusko, Jim, Neil Mehta, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Transparency Reveals Health Care
Prices—And A Billing And Payments System In Need Of Overhaul.” Health Affairs Forefront,
October 16. https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20251015.235112.

Mook, Corrie, Roslyn Murray, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “A Promising Step Toward Site
Neutrality: What The 2026 OPPS And ASC Rule Gets Right—And What’s Still Missing.” Health
Affairs Forefront, November 13. https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20251107.46881.

Murray, Roslyn, Andrew M. Ryan, Erin C. Fuse Brown, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “To
Better Inform Hospital Payment Cap Policies, Pursue Better Data: A Response To Allison Et Al.”
Health Affairs Forefront, October 22. https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20251021.421819.

Murray, Roslyn, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Can Public Option Plans Improve Health Care
Affordability? Insights From Colorado: Part 2. Health Affairs Forefront, ahead of print, September
26. https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20250925.759725.

Yashaswini, Singh, Roslyn Murray, Megha Reddy, Jared Perkins, Neil Mehta, Christopher
Whaley, and Erin C Fuse Brown. 2025. “Private Equity Investments in Physician Practices in
Maryland.” Brown Center for Advancing Health Policy Through Research.
https://mhcc.maryland.gov/mhcc/pages/home/meeting_schedule/documents/presentations/2025/2025
0116/agd4a_mhcc_pe_singh rpt.pdf

Murray, Roslyn, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2025. “Can Public Option Plans Improve
Affordability? Insights From Colorado.” Health Affairs Forefront, January.
https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20250113.844529.

Rooke-Ley, Hayden, Erin C. Fuse Brown, Neil Mehta, Yashaswini Singh, and Christopher M.
Whaley. 2024. “California’s Failed Bid To Regulate Private Equity Investment In Health Care.”
Health Affairs Forefront, December. https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20241204.884303.

Perkins, Jared, and Christopher Whaley. 2024. “Congress’ Critical Opportunity to Reshape Health
Care.” STAT, December 2, 2024. https://www.statnews.com/2024/12/02/lcmt-health-care-price-
transparency-act-congress-lame-duck/.

Brown, Erin C. Fuse, Megha Reddy, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2024. “The FTC’s Noncompete
Rule: Legal Challenges And Potential Solutions For Physician Markets.” Health Affairs Forefront,
August. https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20240828.827737.

. Murray, Roslyn C, Christopher M Whaley, Erin C Fuse Brown, and Andrew M Ryan. 2024. “How

Payment Caps Can Reduce Hospital Prices and Spending: Lessons from the Oregon State Employee
Plan.” Milbank Memorial Fund. https://www.milbank.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/HospitalPriceCaps_Final.pdf

Brown, Erin C. Fuse, Yashaswini Singh, Christopher M. Whaley, and Jared Perkins. 2024. “The
Rise Of Health Care Consolidation And What To Do About It.” Health Affairs Forefront,
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13.

14.

15.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

September. https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20240906.397095.

Whaley, Christopher M., Jared Perkins, and Ge Bai. 2024. “Congress Has The Opportunity To
Deliver Health Care Price Transparency.” Health Affairs Forefront, March.
https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20240313.462582.

Whaley, Christopher M., Brady Post, and Jared Perkins. 2024. “The Promise And Pitfalls Of Site-
Neutral Payments In Medicare.” Health Affairs Forefront, September.
https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20240916.287065.

Wolfson, Jonathan, Josh Archambault, Christopher M. Whaley, Cynthia Fisher, and Ge Bai. 2024.
“Federal Legislation And State Policy Efforts Promote Access To And Use of Discounted Cash
Prices.” Health Affairs Forefront, March. https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20240322.777090.

Singh, Yashaswini, and Christopher Whaley. 2023. “Private Equity Is Buying up Health Care, but
the Real Problem Is Why Doctors Are Selling.” The Hill, December 21, 2023.
https://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/436574 1 -private-equity-is-buying-up-health-care-but-the-real-
problem-is-why-doctors-are-selling/.

Whaley, Christopher M., and Ge Bai. 2023. “Health Care Price Transparency Legislation: How
Can Congress Help Employers And Workers?” Health Affairs Forefront.
https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20230906.594215.

Whaley, Christopher M., Sebahattin Demirkan, and Ge Bai. 2023. “What’s Behind Losses At
Large Nonprofit Health Systems?” Health Affairs Forefront.
https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20230322.44474.

Whaley, Christopher M, Gloria Sachdev, Marilyn Bartlett, and Ge Bai. 2022. “It’s Time For
Employers To Bring Health Care Decisions In-House.” Health Affairs Forefront. September 22,
2022. https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/s-time-employers-bring-health-care-decisions-
in-house.

Whaley, Christopher M. 2021. “Sources Of Health Care Price Variation Create Barriers To
Measuring Health Care Costs.” Health Affairs Forefront, December 13, 2021.
https://doi.org/10.1377/forefront.20211212.305573.

Sood, Neeraj and Christopher Whaley. “Reverse Reference Pricing: Rewarding Patients For
Reducing Medicare Costs.” Health Affairs Blog, June 7, 2019.
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20190604.509495/full/

Scheffler, Richard M., Daniel R. Arnold, and Christopher M. Whaley. 2018. “Consolidation
Trends: The Authors Reply.” Health Affairs 37 (11): 1908—1908.
https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2018.1215.

Whaley, Christopher, Joel Davis, and Jim Rivas. 2017. “OB-GYN Workload & Potential
Shortages: The Coming U.S. Women’s Health Crisis.”

Eibner, Christine and Christopher Whaley. 2017. “Loss of Maternity Care and Mental Health
Coverage Would Burden Those in Greatest Need.” The Commonwealth Fund, May 18.
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http://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/blog/2017/may/maternity-care-and-mental-health-
coverage-requirements.

25. Whaley, Christopher, Joel Davis, and Jim Rivas. 2017. “2017 Physician Compensation in the
United States.”

26. Dufty, Erin, Michael Dworsky, and Christopher Whaley. 2017. “Can a Continuous Coverage
Requirement Produce a Healthy Insurance Market?” The Hill, January 4.
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/312590-can-a-continuous-coverage-requirement-
produce-a-healthy.

27. Whaley, Christopher, Timothy T. Brown, James C. Robinson. 2016. Using Data to Lower Costs:
California’s Reference-Based Payment Experience and Implications for Other States. Health Care
Cost Institute.

28. Whaley, Christopher, Zachary Wagner, Glenwood Barbee, Cynthia Cowen, and Jim Rivas. 2016.
“The Opioid Crisis in America’s Workforce.” Castlight Health.

29. “Pricing for the Same Medical Services Is All Over the Map (Literally).” June 2014 and October
2015. http://www.castlighthealth.com/price-variation-map/. [Interactive data map detailing variation
in commercial prices] Media Coverage in Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, and Kaiser
Health News.

Grants and Contracts

Active Projects

2025-2026  The Physician Practice Ecosystem over the Private Equity Life Cycle
Sponsor: Commonwealth Fund
Amount: $198,000
Role: Co-Investigator

2025 Understanding Price Variation Using Transparency in Coverage (TiC) Data
Sponsor: NIHCM Foundation
Amount: $50,000
Role: Principal Investigator

2024-2026  Using Transparency in Coverage data to build on work promoting transparency in
comparing hospital prices across insurers
Sponsor: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Amount: $500,000
Role: Principal Investigator

2024-2026  Health Care Price Transparency
Sponsor: Patient Rights Advocate
Amount: $300,000
Role: Principal Investigator

2022-2026  Assessing the Impacts of Insurer-Provider Vertical Integration
Sponsor: Commonwealth Fund
Amount: $334,000
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http://blogs.wsj.com/corporate-intelligence/2014/06/10/data-from-castlight-health-shows-wide-differences-in-u-s-medical-costs-of-same-service/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/most-expensive-for-a-doc-visit-san-francisco-least-costly-cholesterol-test-pittsburgh/2014/06/10/23a7ea9c-f0d7-11e3-9ebc-2ee6f81ed217_story.html
http://khn.org/news/buyer-beware-a-mammograms-price-can-vary-by-nearly-1000-study-finds/
http://khn.org/news/buyer-beware-a-mammograms-price-can-vary-by-nearly-1000-study-finds/

Role: Principal Investigator

2022-2027  Health Services Utilization During the COVID-19 Pandemic (RO1 AG073286-01A1)
Sponsor: National Institute on Aging
Amount $2,419,820
Role: Principal Investigator

Completed Projects

2022-2023  Health Care Price Transparency
Sponsor: Patient Rights Advocate
Amount: $250,000
Role: Principal Investigator

2021-2024  Comparing Quality of Care for Pediatric Dental Procedures Conducted in Ambulatory
Surgical Centers and Hospital Outpatient Departments (R0O1 HS027994-01A1)
Sponsor: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
Amount: $1,199,996
Role: Co-Investigator (PI: Ashley Kranz, RAND)

2022-2025  Analysis of a Tiered Clinic Cost-sharing Health Insurance Benefit Design
(RO1HS026898)
Sponsor: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
Amount: $1,179,090
Role: Co-Investigator (RAND site PI, PI: Bryan Dowd, University of Minnesota)

2022-2023  Telehealth Quality
Sponsor: California Public Employees’ Retirement System
Amount: $120,000
Role: Principal Investigator

2022 Health Care Markets
Sponsor: Arnold Ventures
Amount: $83,000
Role: Principal Investigator

2022-2023  Hospital Price Transparency
Sponsor: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Amount: $1,100,000
Role: Principal Investigator

2021-2022  Telehealth During COVID-19
Sponsor: California Health Care Foundation
Amount: $300,000
Role: Principal Investigator

2019-2024  The Effects of Insurance Benefit Design Innovations on Patient Health (K01 AG061274)
Sponsor: National Institute on Aging
Role: Principal Investigator
Amount: $650,000

January 2026 20



2019-2023

2021-2022

2020-2021

2020-2021

2020-2021

2020-2021

2019-2021

2019-2019

2018-2019

2018-2019

January 2026

Affordability Cures

Sponsor: Health Care Services Corporation
Role: Principal Investigator

Amount: $1,000,000

Hospital Price Transparency

Sponsor: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Amount: $450,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Hospital Payment Policy Responses to COVID
Sponsor: Arnold Ventures

Amount: $70,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Effect of COVID-19 on Use of Telehealth for Diabetes Patients
Sponsor: Livongo

Amount: $107,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Non-Emergency Medical Transportation and Rideshares
Sponsor: Lyft

Amount: $140,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Prices Paid to Hospitals by Private Health Plans
Sponsor: Arnold Foundation

Role: Principal Investigator

Amount: $993,000

Hospital Price Transparency Initiative
Sponsor: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Role: Principal Investigator

Amount: $300,000

Evaluation of HCM Programs

Sponsor: Health Care Services Corporation
Role: Principal Investigator

Amount: $50,000

Machine Learning to Improve Risk Adjustment
Sponsor: RAND-Initiated Research

Role: Principal Investigator

Amount: $200,000

Providing Transparency in Hospital Prices to Improve the Ability of Self-Insured
Employers to Demand Value
Sponsor: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

21



2018-2020

2018-2019

2017-2019

2017-2019

2015-2016

Role: Principal Investigator
Amount: $105,000

Evaluation of CalPERS Reference Pricing Program for Prescription Drugs
Sponsor: California Public Employees’ Retirement System

Role: Principal Investigator

Amount: $285,000

The Impact of Reference Pricing on Hospital-Insurer Bargaining
Sponsor: National Institute for Health Care Management Foundation
Role: Principal Investigator

Amount: $55,000

Using Big Data to Estimate the Effects of Complex Cost-Sharing Rules on Colorectal
Cancer Screening and Patient Health (R21 CA219229-01)

Sponsor: National Cancer Institute

Role: Principal Investigator

Amount: $475,000

Reference Pricing as a Purchasing Strategy to Promote Cost-Effective Drug Choice
Sponsor: Laura and John Arnold Foundation

Role: Co-Investigator

Amount: $795,000

The Effect of Reference Based Benefits on State Healthcare Expenditures
Sponsor: Health Care Cost Institute and Laura and John Arnold Foundation

Role: Co-Investigator
Amount: $128,000

Presentations (*Co-author)

2026

2025

2024

2023

2022

January 2026

ASSA Annual Meeting®, Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget Health Solutions
Summit, Harvard-MIT-BU Health Economics Seminar, George Washington
Collaborative Health Economics Seminar, AHEC
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