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Name     Richard W. Besdine, M.D. 
Address   121 South Main Street-616 
   Providence, RI 02912 
Phone  401-863-3211 

Fax: 401-863-3489 
E-Mail: richard_besdine@brown.edu 

 
Citizenship  United States 
Place of Birth     New York, New York 
 
Education  
 

1961 B.S.  Haverford College (cum laude) 
1965 M.D.  University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 

 
Current Positions 

 
Professor of Medicine 
Greer Professor of Geriatric Medicine 7/2000-11/2019 
Director, Division of Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine (Department of Medicine) 7/2000-
11/2019 
Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University 
Director of Geriatrics, Rhode Island and The Miriam Hospitals 7/2000-11/2019 
Professor of Health Services Policy and Practice 
Director, Center for Gerontology and Health Care Research 7/2000-8/2019 
Brown University School of Public Health  
 

Postdoctoral Training  
 

Internships and Residencies  
 

1965-1966  Intern in Medicine, Beth Israel Hospital, Boston 
1966-1967  Assistant Resident, Internal Medicine, Beth Israel Hospital, Boston 

 
Research Fellowships  

 
1969-1972  Research Fellow in Medicine (Immunology, Infectious Diseases), Harvard 

Medical School (Beth Israel, Children’s and Brigham & Women’s Hospitals) 
 
Military Service 
 

1967-1969  Surgeon (RT), United States Public Health Service, National Centers for 
Disease Control, Laboratory Branch (Vaccines) 
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Licensure and Certification  
 

1966  Diplomate, National Board of Medical Examiners #83061 
1969-88     Massachusetts License, Registration #31382 
1978  American Board of Internal Medicine Certificate #036070 
1978  American Board of Internal Medicine (Subspecialty of Infectious Disease) 

Certificate #036070 
 1986-2001      Connecticut License #027234 
2000-     Rhode Island License #10443 
1988, 1998, 2008 ABIM (Subspecialty of Geriatric Medicine) #036070 

Academic Appointments  
 

Harvard Medical School 
 

1972-1975    Instructor in Medicine 
1975-1986    Assistant Professor of Medicine 
1986-1989  Lecturer in Medicine  
 
University of Connecticut School of Medicine 

 
1986-2000  Travelers Professor of Geriatrics and Gerontology 
1986-89  Associate Professor of Medicine (Tenure, 1988)  
1986-90  Associate Professor of Community Medicine and Health Care 
1988-2000   Associate Professor of Family Medicine 
1990-2000  Professor of Medicine (Tenure, Primary appointment)  

 Professor of Community Medicine and Health Care  
 
Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University 
 
2000- Professor of Medicine (primary) and of Health Services Policy & Practice 

(secondary) 
2000-2019 David S. Greer Professor of Geriatric Medicine 
2000- Brown University Honorary Master of Arts Eundem (pro forma with Brown 

appointment) 
2002-5 Interim Dean of Medicine and Biological Sciences, Brown University 
 
Brown University School of Public Health (established 7/13) 
 
2013- Professor of Health Services Policy & Practice 
2000-2019 Director, Center for Gerontology & Health Care Research 

 
Hospital Appointments  

 
Massachusetts 
 
1972-1973  Assistant in Medicine, Beth Israel Hospital 
1973-1975  Associate in Medicine, Beth Israel Hospital 
1975-1982  Assistant Physician in Medicine, Beth Israel Hospital 
1972-1986  Staff Internist, Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for Aged 
1981-1986  Director of Geriatric Medical Education, Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for 

Aged, Roslindale, MA 
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1982- 1990  Associate Physician in Medicine, Brigham and Women's and Beth Israel 
Hospitals 

 
Connecticut 

 
1986-2000  Attending Medical Staff, John Dempsey Hospital 
1987-2000  Attending Medical Staff, Hebrew Home and Hospital 

 Attending Medical Staff, McLean Home and Village 
1989-2000  Consulting Medical Staff, Institute of Living 

 Consulting Medical Staff, VA CT (Newington) 
 
 Rhode Island 
 

2000- Attending Medical Staff, Rhode Island and The Miriam Hospitals 
2001- Attending Medical Staff, Providence VA Medical Center 
 
Other Professional Positions and Major Visiting Appointments  

 
1972 - Traveling Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine Foundation; University of 

Glasgow School of Medicine (Geriatric Medicine) 
1980 - Noble Wiley Jones Lecturer, University of Oregon Health Sciences Center 

(Geriatric Medicine) Portland, Oregon 
1982-1986 - Member, Harvard-Hastings Project on Ethical Issues in the Care of the 

Elderly 
1982 - Lecture Tour of Southeast Asia, Geriatric Medicine. Sponsored by local 

medical schools in Hong Kong, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia 
1983 - Visiting Professor, University of Toronto School of   Medicine, Geriatrics 
1984 - Visiting Professor, Montreal Neurological Institute 
1985 - Panel Chairman, National Invitational Conference: Issues and Strategies in 

Geriatric Education (DHHS) 
 - Leader, American Delegation, First Sino-American Conference on Aging, 

Beijing and Shanghai 
1986 - Chair, Federal Task Force on Geriatric Education (National Institutes of 

Health) 
1987 - Chairman, Western Delegation, Second Seminar on Aging; Singapore, 

Hong Kong, Taipei and Kuala Lumpur 
1988 - Co-Chair, National Institutes of Health, Consensus Development 

Conference:  Urinary Incontinence in Adults 
 - Site visitor, Accreditation Council on Graduate Medical Education 

(Geriatrics) 
1989 - ACGME, Internal Medicine (Geriatrics) Appeals Panel 
 - Consultant, General Motors Corporation, Committee on Automotive Safety 
 - Visiting Professor and Consultant, Semons Center on Aging, Jewish 

Hospital; Cincinnati, OH 
1990 - Visiting Professor, University Institutions for Geriatrics, University of 

Geneva Medical School, Geneva, Switzerland 
 - Invited Participant, Sandoz Lectures; Basel, Switzerland 
1991 - Visiting Professor, University of Michigan 
 - Visiting Professor, Baylor U. College of Medicine 
 - Visiting Professor, U. Wisconsin School of Medicine 
1992 - Visiting Professor, U. Kansas Medical Center 
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 - Visiting Professor, The Fallon Clinic and Health Plan 
 - Advisory Board, Healthy Aging:  A Merck Program of Leadership and Public 

Service 
1993 - Panel Chair, Geriatric Curriculum Development Program, Association of 

Professors of Medicine 
 - Panelist, Undergraduate Curriculum, Institute of Medicine Workshop on 

Strengthening Training in Geriatrics for Physicians 
1994 - Advisory Board, John A. Hartford Foundation Grant, Community-Based 

Acute Care, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
1995-7 - Visiting Professor of Medicine (Geriatrics), Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine (Sabbatical) 
1995-6 - Special Medical Adviser to the Administrator, Health Care Financing 

Administration (Office of Managed Care [Sabbatical]) 
1996-7 - Director, Health Standards and Quality Bureau and Chief Medical Officer; 

Health Care Financing Administration (on leave from University of CT 
Health Center) 

1997- - Distinguished Visiting Professor in Geriatrics and Gerontology, UCLA  
 - Adviser on Quality to the Administrator, Health Care Financing 

Administration 
 -  Chair, Expert Group on Geriatric Health, National Committee on Quality 

Assurance 
1998-2000 - Chair, Geriatrics Measurement Advisory Panel, NCQA 
1998 -  Kettering Visiting Professor, Wright State Medical School, Kettering 

Hospital 
1999-2000 - Consultant to HCFA on Healthy Aging and Geriatrics 
2000-2001 - Consultant to HCFA Administrator on Geriatrics 
2001-2002 - Chief Scientific and Clinical Officer, Quality Partners of Rhode Island 
2005-2014 - Chief Medical Officer, Quality Partners of Rhode Island 
2006 (1-6/06)    - Visiting Professor, National Council for Research (CNR) and University of 

Padova; Padova, Italy (sabbatic leave) 
2008 Jack Merritt Visiting Professor, Yale Medical School and St. Rafael’s 

Hospital 
2009- Medical Officer, American Federation for Aging Research 
2011 Visiting Professor, University of Arizona College of Medicine (Tucson) 
2011 Guest Lecturer (competitively awarded), Geriatric Medicine, University of 

Padua School of Medicine (2011) 
2012 Visiting Professor, University of North Carolina School of Medicine 
2013 Consultant, Instituto di Neruroscienze, University of Padova, Italy 
2014 Visiting Professor, Howard University School of Medicine – Health Policy 

and Aging 
2016  Visiting Professor and consultant on evidence-based models of geriatrics 

care, Dartmouth medical school Dartmouth-Hitchcock health system 
2018 Visiting Professor and course lecturer, University of Padova course on 

Aging and the Mediterranean Diet: Clinical Implications. University of 
Padova, Italy 3/18 

 
Awards and Honors  
 

1961 - B.S. Cum Laude, Haverford College 
1965 - Levinson Prize for Cancer Research, University of Pennsylvania School of 

Medicine 
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1980 - Fellow, Gerontological Society of America 
1984 - Innovation of the Year, American Association of Homes for the Aged, for 

development of the Harvard Geriatric Fellowship Program 
1989  - Fellow, American Geriatrics Society  
1991 - Milo D. Leavitt Award (Eminence in Geriatric Education), American 

Geriatrics Society 
1992 - Fellow, American College of Physicians 
1992- - The Best Doctors in America, Internal Medicine (Geriatrics, all editions 

through 2020) 
1995 - Joseph Freeman Award (Geriatrician of the Year), Gerontological Society of 

America 
1997 - President’s Award, American Society on Aging 
1998 - Joan Quinn Leadership Award, Connecticut Community Care, Inc. 
2002- - *Top Doctors in Rhode Island, Rhode Island Monthly (Geriatrics) – every year 

through 2019 
2005 - WW Keen Award, Alpert Medical School Alumni Association, 2005 
 - Faculty Award, Alpert Medical School Class of 2005 
2011 - Morgagni Lecturer, Morgagni Medal (250th Anniversary Celebration of 1761 

publication of “De Sedibus et Causis Morborum per Anatomen Indagatis”), 
University of Padua School of Medicine 

2012 Milton Hamolsky Lifetime Achievement Award for outstanding contributions to 
the field of Internal Medicine (American College of Physicians, RI Chapter) 

2016                      Beckwith Family Award for Outstanding Teaching, Department of Medicine, 
Alpert Medical School  

 
Major Committee Assignments  
 

National and Regional 
 

1977-1978  Task Panelist on Elderly, President's Commission on Mental Health 
1977-2000  Consultant to National Institute on Aging (Geriatric Medicine) 
1978-1980   National Institute on Aging Task Force on Reversible Dementia in the 

Elderly 
1979  Member, National Institutes of Health Special Study Section, Scientific 

Review Branch, Division of Research Grants (Geriatric Research)  
1980-1981  Member, Special Advisory Group, 1981 White House Conference on Aging 

(Health and Long Term Care) 
1983  Member, Health Resources and Services Administration (DHHS) Review 

Panel for Geriatric Education Center Grants 
1984  Member, Planning Committee, National Invitational Conference:  Issues and 

Strategies in Geriatric Education (DHHS) 
1986-2002  Medical and Scientific Advisory Board, Brookdale Foundation 
1986  Chairman, NIH Special Study Section, Falls and Gait Disorders in Elderly 

People 
1986-2006  National Scientific Advisory Board, Alliance for Aging Research 
1986-1989  Governor's (CT) Task Force on Alzheimer's Disease, Member, and Chair, 

Committee on Diagnosis and Research 
1986-2000  Advisory Board, Braceland Center for Mental Health and Aging, Institute of 

Living, Hartford, CT 
1987-1996  Board of Directors, New Britain Memorial Hospital (Hospital for Special 

Care, 1993) 
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1987-2000  Board of Directors, Institute for Community Research, Hartford, CT  
1988-2000  Policy Steering Committee, Robert Wood Johnson Award, Public-Private 

Cooperation in Financing Long Term Care  
1989-95  Executive Committee, Board Member and Chair, Health Care Committee; 

Alzheimer's Coalition of Connecticut  
1990-95  American College of Physicians, Subcommittee on Aging  
1992-4  Review Panel, Geriatric Clinical Fellowship Awards, American Federation 

for Aging Research 
1990  Ad hoc Review Panel, National Institute on Aging, Geriatric Research and 

Training Centers 
1990-4  External Review Committee, Harvard Medical School Geriatric Research 

and Training Center  
1991 - Chair, Ad Hoc Review Panel, National Institute on Aging, Claude Pepper 

Older Americans Intervention Centers 
- Ad Hoc Review Panel, National Institute on Aging, Alzheimer's Disease 

Education Centers 
1992-  National Scientific Advisory Council, American Federation for Aging 

Research 
1993-  Board of Directors, American Federation for Aging Research 
1994  Medicine Study Group, National Forum on Geriatric Education and Training; 

Bureau of Health Professions 
1995-6  Medicare HEDIS Subcommittee, National Committee on Quality Assurance 
1996-7  Board of Directors, Foundation for Accountability 
1996-1998  Member, Institute of Medicine Roundtable on Quality, Managed Care Panel 
1997-2000  National Board of Directors, Alzheimer’s Association; Chair, Medicare Pubic 

Policy Group 
1997-2000  Chair, Geriatrics Measurement Advisory Panel, National Committee on 

Quality Assurance 
1998-2001 - Clinical Advisory Committee, Assessing Care of Vulnerable Elders (ACOVE 

1), RAND+UCLA 
2001-2004 - Policy Advisory Committee, ACOVE 1+2, RAND+UCLA 
2005-2009 - Chair, Clinical Advisory Committee, ACOVE 3, RAND+UCLA 
1999-2000  Medicare Part B Carrier Advisory Committee, State of CT 
 2000-02  Board of Trustees, Education and Research Foundation, American Society 

of Consulting Pharmacists 
2002   - Chair, Ad Hoc Review Panel, National Institute on Aging, Loan Repayment  

Program 
2002-14 - Founding member, Board of Directors, Quality Institute of Rhode Island 

  2004-7 - Board of Directors, SHAPE Foundation of Rhode Island 
  2008- - Medical Officer, American Federation for Aging Research 
  2009 - Organizing Committee, American Federation for Aging Research 

Conference – The Aging Heart: A Roadmap to Cardiac Independence 
  2009 - Co-Chair, Working Group on Elderly, Frail elderly and Healthy Aging; New 

Dimensions and Strategies for Women’s Health Research for the NIH: A 
Public Hearing and Scientific Workshop 

  2011-13 - Appointed, National Advisory Committee, NIH Office of Research on 
Women’s Health 

  2013-2020 - Board of Directors, Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island (NHPRI)  
 
Harvard Medical School 
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1978-1979  Dean's Committee on Geriatrics 
1979-1986  Executive Committee, Division on Aging 
1979-1986  Director, Geriatric Fellowship Training Program 
1979-1980  Associate Director for Education and Executive Committee, Harvard Long 

Term Care Gerontology Center 
1981-1987  Member, Working Group on Health Policy and Aging, Division of Health 

Policy 
 
Beth Israel Hospital 

 
1974-1986  Infection Control Committee, Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for Aged 

(HRCA) 
1978-1986  Chairman, Utilization Review Subcommittee on Patient Assessment (HRCA) 
1979-1986  Chairman, Infection Control Committee (HRCA) 
1979-1984  Long Range Planning Committee (HRCA) 
1980-1986  Chairman, Respiratory Care Committee (HRCA) 
1981-1985  Chairman, Antibiotic Usage Committee (HRCA) 
1981-1986  Clinical Investigation Committee (HRCA) 
1981-1986  Medical Care Review Committee (HRCA) 
 
University of Connecticut Health Center 

 
1986-1995 - Community Advisory Council, Uncas-on-Thames Hospital  
1986-94 - Special Project (Research) Advisory Committee  
1988 - Search Committee, Chief of Medicine, New Britain Memorial Hospital 
1988-90 - Chair, Search Committee for Medical Director, Uncas-on-Thames Hospital 
1988 - Chair, Search Committee for Chief of Geriatrics, Hartford Hospital 

- School of Medicine Council 
1988-94 - Chair, Health Center Advisory Committee for Uncas-on-Thames Hospital  
1988-89 - Search Committee, Medical Director Hebrew Home and Hospital 
1989 - Search Committee, Chief of Medicine, New Britain Memorial Hospital 

- Search Committee, Director of Geriatric Dentistry UCHC School of Dental 
Medicine 

- Dean's Advisory Committee, VA CT (Newington) 
- Chair, Search Committee for Chief of Geriatrics, VA CT (Newington) 
- Chair, Search Committee for Geriatrics Faculty, VA CT (Newington) 

1990 - Chair, Committee on External Funding, Department of Medicine 
- Committee on Fellowships, Department of Medicine 
- Academic Environment Committee of SOM Council 

1991-5 - Health Center Research Advisory Committee 
1992-3 - Dean, School of Medicine Search Committee, Executive Sub-Committee  
1992 -   Research Focus Committee (Research Strategic Plan 1993-8) 

- Curriculum Review and Revision Committee, Clinical Experiences, School 
of Medicine 

1993-95 - Chair, Health Center Research Advisory Committee  
 - Vice President's Advisory Council 
1994 - Chair, Vice President's Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on Competitive Issues 

- Department of Surgery Evaluation Committee (10-year review) 
- Chair, Vice President's Ad Hoc Committee on Research Infrastructure 
- Vice President's Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on Institutional Strategic Plan 

for Research 
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- Search Committee, Associate Chief of Staff, Research, Newington VAMC  
1995 - Search Committee, Chief of Medicine, St. Francis Hospital 
1998-2000 - Member, Oversight Committee on Research (Strategic Plan Development 

‘99-04) 
 

Alpert Medical School 
 
2000 - *Research Committee, Department of Medicine 

- *Biomedical Faculty Council (Executive body for Alpert Medical School) 
- *Center Directors Committee, Program in Public Health 

2002 - Finance Committee, University Medicine Foundation 
2002-5 - Committee on Faculty Reappointment and Tenure (TPA) – Brown U 
 - Academic Priorities Committee – Brown U 
 - University Resources Committee – Brown U 
 - President’s Cabinet – Brown U 
2011-12 - Member, Search Committee, General Internal Medicine Division Director 
2012-13 - Chair, Search Committee, Cardiology Division Director 
2013-19 - Member, Senior Management Advisory Round Table, Department of Med 
 

Editorial Boards  
 

1979-96  Associate Editor and Advisory Board, Annual Review of Gerontology and 
Geriatrics 

1979-  Editorial Board, Journal of Clinical and Experimental Gerontology 
1981-1986  Editorial Board, Journal of Gerontology 
1984-  Occasional Reviewer: JAMA, J Am Geriatr Soc, J Gerontol, N Engl J Med, 

Ann Intern Med, Arch Intern Med, Gerontologist 
1986-  Editorial Board, Merck Manual of Geriatrics 
1987-8  Editorial Board, Geriatrics Review Syllabus (First Edition), American 

Geriatrics Society 
1989-90  Associate Editor, Geriatrics Review Syllabus ([GRS] Second edition); Chair, 

Question Review Committee; American Geriatrics Society 
1992  Search Committee, Editor, Journal of the American Geriatrics Society 
1992-4  Co-editor, GRS (2nd Edition, revised; Chair, Question Review Committee) 
1994-6  Co-editor, GRS (3rd Edition; Chair, Question Review Committee) 
2012-  Editorial Board, Aging Clinical and Experimental Research  
2013-  European Journal of Geriatric Medicine International Editorial Board 

 
Memberships, Offices and Committee Assignments in Professional Societies  
 

1975-1980 - American Society for Microbiology 
1976-  Gerontological Society of America (Fellow, 1980) 
1977-1979 - Chairman, Education Committee, Gerontological Society of America 
1977-87 - Massachusetts Gerontology Association 
1979-1981 - Personnel Committee, Gerontological Society of America 
1984-1987 - Awards Committee, Gerontological Society of America 
1985-  American Geriatrics Society (Fellow, 1986) 
1986-88 - Vice-Chair, Clinical Medicine Section, Gerontological Society of America 
1986-90 - American Public Health Association 
1986-1988 - Fellowship Committee, Clinical Medicine Section, GSA; Education 

Committee, GSA 
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1987-2002 - Public Policy Committee, American Geriatrics Society (Chair, 1997-2002) 
1987 - Ad Hoc Curriculum Committee, AGS 
1988 - Executive Committee, Clinical Medicine Section, GSA 
1990-92 - Education Committee, AGS 
1991 - Candidate, President-Elect, Gerontological Society of America 
1991 - Vice Chair, Publications Committee, American Geriatrics Society 
1991-4 - Council, Association of Academic Geriatric Medicine Programs 
1992-3 - Chair-elect and Chair, Program Committee, American Geriatrics Society 

Annual Meeting (5/94) 
1993-   American College of Physicians (Fellow, 1993) 
1994 - Program Committee, American Geriatrics Society Annual Meeting (5/95) 
1995-2005 -  Board of Directors, American Geriatrics Society 
1999 - Candidate, President Elect, Gerontological Society of America 
2001-2 - Secretary, American Geriatrics Society 
2002-3 - President-Elect, American Geriatrics Society 
2003-4 - President, American Geriatrics Society 
2004-5 - Chair, Board of Directors, American Geriatrics Society 
2011- *-  Board of Directors (elected), Association of Directors of Academic 

Geriatrics Programs (ADGAP) 
2012- - Secretary and Treasurer (elected), Association of Directors of Academic 

Geriatrics Programs (ADGAP) 
 
Major Research Interests 

 
1. Healthcare services, patient safety and quality improvement for older persons 
2. Functional assessment and improvement  
3. Successful aging (Health Promotion/Disease Prevention) 
4. Evidence-based models of geriatrics care 
 

Teaching Experience  
 
Harvard Medical School 

 
1972-1980  Attending Physician, Infectious Disease Consultation Service, Beth Israel 

Hospital 
1972-1986  Attending Physician, Medical Service, Beth Israel Hospital 
1972-1986  Attending Physician, Didactic and Clinical Sessions, Introduction to Clinical 

Medicine; Beth Israel Hospital and Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for Aged 
1972-1980  Lectures on pneumococcal infections and pneumonia for Infectious Disease 

Fellows; Beth Israel Hospital and Children's Hospital Infectious Disease 
Fellowship Training Program 

1972-1980  Lectures on pneumococcal infections and pneumonia, Infectious Disease 
Course for 4th Year Students  

1977-1986  Course Developer and Director, Clinical Geriatric Medicine (501M.1)  
1978-1986  Attending Physician, Beth Israel Hospital; Didactic sessions in Geriatrics for 

core clerkship in Medicine, Course developer 
1979-1986  Organized seminars in Geriatrics for 1st year students, Course developer 
1980-1986  Attending Physician, Program Director and Developer, Beth Israel Hospital 

Geriatric Interdisciplinary Consultation Service; mandatory geriatrics 
experiences for all internal medicine residents 

1983-1986  Attending Physician, Program Director and Developer, Hebrew 
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Rehabilitation Center for Aged and Beth Israel Hospital; Geriatric Rotation 
for all medical residents from Cambridge Hospital 

1985-1986     Attending Physician, Geriatric Assessment Unit, West Roxbury VA Medical  
     Center, Boston, MA 
 
University of Connecticut Health Center  

 
1986- - Attending Medical Staff, Department of Medicine, John Dempsey Hospital 
1986- - Lecturer, School of Medicine: Social and Behavioral Sciences, Legal and 

Ethical Aspects of Medicine, Epidemiology, three year-1 and year-2 
electives; School of Dental Medicine:  The Special Needs Patient (Entire 
class) 

- Primary Care Clerkship seminars 
1987- - Attending Geriatrician and Program Developer, Interdisciplinary Geriatric 

Consult Service, John Dempsey Hospital 
1989- - Attending Physician and Curriculum Developer, Mandatory Geriatric 

Rotations for Internal Medicine Residency Programs, Newington DVAMC 
1991 - Attending Physician and Program Developer, In-patient Geriatrics Service, 

John Dempsey Hospital 
1992 - Program Developer, Ambulatory Geriatrics Practice, John Dempsey 

Hospital 
- Program Developer, Medical and Dental Student Geriatrics Interest Group 

1993 - Chair, Long Range Planning Committee, Department of Medicine, Graduate 
Medical Education 

 - Program Developer, 3rd year medical student ambulatory geriatrics block 
1994 - Curriculum Developer, Mandatory Geriatrics block for all Internal Medicine 

Interns 
- Curriculum Revision Committee (Clinical)           
- Curriculum Developer, Year 2 Human Development and Health, Block on 

Aging 
 

Alpert Medical School 
 
 2000- - Attending Geriatrician, RI and The Miriam geriatrics service 

 Faculty, mandatory resident Geriatrics block, Internal Medicine program, 
Lifespan (RI and The Miriam Hospitals) 

2000- - Advisor, Medical Student Geriatrics Interest Group 
2001-6  - Program Director, Geriatric Medicine Fellowship, Alpert Medical School 
2001- - Developer and Preceptor, Mandatory Geriatrics block for IM Interns 
2003- - Lectures to 1st year medical students in Physiology (on aging) 
2005- - Teaching attending, IM residency 

 2006- - Working Group on Content and Organization, years 1 & 2 (one of four 
senior faculty), Medical School Curriculum Redesign 

 - Working Group on Scholarly Concentration, years 1 & 2, Med School 
Curriculum Redesign 

2006-10 -  PI, Donald W. Reynolds project to add adequate aging-related content to all 
Medical School Courses and to major residency programs 

2006- - Program developer, ongoing responsible faculty member for medical 
student core curriculum aging content 

2006-10 - Director, Scholarly Concentration on Aging 
2009-11 - PI, Schwartz Center project to strengthen communication skills for 1st and 
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2nd year medical students 
2009-11 - Working Group on Core Competencies and the Clinical Knowledge Base, years 

3 & 4, Medical School Curriculum Redesign 
  

CME Teaching 
 
1976  Massachusetts General Hospital  
1977  George Washington University School of Medicine 
1978  University of California, San Francisco; Dartmouth Medical School; 

Children's Hospital Medical Center, Boston; U. Mass. Medical Center;  
1979  U AB School of Medicine; U Rochester School of Medicine; UCSF Sch. 

Med.; George Washington U Medical Center; Boston Children's Hospital  
1980  U Pittsburgh School of Medicine; U AB School of Medicine; U WI School of 

Medicine 
1981  Beth Israel Hospital, Denver; Good Sam Hosp., U. OR Med. Ctr.; U MN 

Hosp.; University Hosp., Seoul, South Korea; Hong Kong Geriatric Society, 
Hong Kong; Taiwan University Hosp., Taipei; Case Western Reserve U 
School of Medicine; Brigham-Beth Israel Postgraduate Medical Series 

1982  Boston VAMC; Harvard Medical School, Division on Aging; McLean 
Hospital, Boston Society for Gerontologic Psychiatry Lectureship; Carrier 
Foundation Annual Lectureship; American Society of Law and Medicine; 
NIH Technology Assessment Conference; Cambridge Hospital, Boston, MA; 
Montreal Neurological Institute; U MD Hospital, Baltimore, MD; Division on 
Aging, Harvard Medical School Teleconference; UCLA Annual Geriatrics 
Board Review, Keynote; Division on Aging, Harvard Medical School  

1986  Division on Aging, Harvard Medical School; U CT Health Center, John 
Dempsey Hospital; St. Francis Hospital, Hartford, CT; Hartford Hospital 

1987  Bay State Medical Center, Springfield, MA; Mt. Sinai Hospital, Hartford, CT; 
St. Vincent's Hospital, Bridgeport, CT; New Britain General Hospital, New 
Britain, CT 

1988  Course Director, Intensive Review in Geriatrics, UCHC; Keynote, Thomas 
Jefferson Medical College; Division on Aging, Harvard Medical School; 
Albany Medical College; U CT Law School 

1989  John Dempsey Hospital; Harvard Medical School, ACP Course, Phoenix, 
AZ; CT State Medical Society Course; Network for Continuing Medical 
Education; Videotape summarizing NIH Consensus Development 
Conference on Urinary Incontinence in Adults 

1990  Geriatric Board Review Course Director, UCHC SOM; ACP Course, Stowe, 
VT; Keynote Address, MA Hospital Assn. Annual Meeting; ACP Course, 
Stowe, VT; UNC School of Medicine; Harvard Medical School; CT State 
Medical Society; ACP Annual Meeting, Meet the Professor Sessions, 
Chicago, IL; American Geriatrics Society Annual Meeting, Meet the 
Professor Sessions, Atlanta, GA; ACP Regional Conference; Keynote 
Address, Alliance for Aging Research Conference, FL 

1991  ACP Course, Stowe, VT; Harvard Medical School; OSU Medical School, 
Keynote Address; Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, Keynote Address; U MI 
School of Medicine 

1992  ACP Course, Stowe, VT; Medical Grand Rounds: University of Connecticut 
Health Center School of Medicine; U. Kansas Medical Center; University of 
Nebraska School of Medicine; Wayne State School of Medicine; St. Francis 
Hospital, Hartford, CT; ACP Annual Meeting, Update in Geriatrics; Meet the 
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Professor; American Geriatrics Society, Meet the Professor 
1993  American College of Physicians Annual Meeting, Update in Geriatrics, Meet 

the Professor; ACP Course, Stowe, VT; American Geriatrics Society, Meet 
the Professor; Association of Professors of Medicine Conference; IOM 
Conference 

1994  ACP Annual Meeting, Update in Geriatrics, Meet the Professor; ACP 
Course, Stowe, VT; Medical Grand Rounds: U CT Health Center School of 
Medicine (2), Mt. Sinai Hospital 

1995  ACP Course, Stowe, VT; Medical Grand Rounds: U CT Health Center 
School of Medicine; Union Memorial Hospital (Baltimore); Henry Ford 
Hospital (Detroit); U AB; Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 

1996  14 National Speeches on Health Care Quality for HCFA; Medical Grand 
Rounds: Johns Hopkins, U. Michigan 

1997  4 Speeches for HCFA; 5 Medical Grand Rounds; 3 Keynote Addresses at 
National Conferences 

1998  4 Medical Grand Rounds; 6 Keynote Addresses at National Conferences; 2 
visiting professorships 

1999     3 Medical Grand Rounds; 4 National Keynotes; 1 visiting professorship 
2000 - 4 Medical Grand Rounds; 2 Keynotes 
2001 - Eckenoff Lecturer, Northwestern University School of Medicine; 2 Medical 

Grand Rounds; Keynote Address, CMS Conference on Aging and 
Prevention 

2002 - 2 Medical Grand Rounds; Speaker, NHLBI National Conference on 
Cardiovascular Prevention; OB-GYN Grand Rounds, Women and Infants 
Hospital (RI) 

2003 - Surgical Grand Rounds, RI Hospital 
- Keynote Address, 15th Anniv., Gerontology Research Group, Perugia, Italy 

  2004 - Closing Address, 20th Anniv., European Academy on Aging and Medicine, 
   Sion, Switzerland 
  - Keynote Address, Italian Geriatrics Society, Florence, Italy 
 2005 - Medical Grand Rounds, Brown 
  - Visiting Professor, Medical Grand Rounds, University of Miami, Miami, FL 

 2006 - Invited plenary speaker (Economics of Osteoporosis), National Congress of the 
Italian Society for the Study of Metabolic Bone Disease (GISMO),  Naples, Italy 

  - Plenary Presentation: Relationships Between Retirement and Depression. NIH-
organized international conference on SHARE (Survey of Health, Aging and 
Retirement in Europe), Varenna, Italy 

  - Plenary Presentation: Treatment of Dyslipidemia in Elderly Diabetics. Annual 
Meeting European Society for Cardiovascular Disease Prevention, Naples, Italy. 

  - Plenary Presentation:  Epidemiology of Aging. Comtempo in Geriatria e 
Gerontologia, Italian Society for Geriatrics and Gerontology, Rome, Italy. 

2008 - Medical Grand Rounds; Memorial Hospital of RI 
2009 -  Medical Grand Rounds: Umass Medical School; MA General Hospital 
2010 -  Medical Grand Rounds: Alpert Medical School of Brown University 
2012 - Co-Chair, Stroke Prevention for Older Adults with Atrial Fibrillation: Setting the 

Research Agenda, American Federation for Aging Research, National 
Conference 

2012 - Co-chair and presenter, International Conference on Dementia Caregiving, 
University of Padova, Italy 

2013 - Teaching faculty, Summer School on Neuroscience and Aging, University of 
Padova, Venice, Italy. June 9-14 
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  - Session Chair, International Association of Geriatrics and Gerontology, 
Quadriennial Meeting, Seoul, South Korea, June 22-28 

  - Keynote Address, China Geriatrics Society Annual Meeting, Suzhou, China, 
September 13-15 

  - Session Chair and Speaker, European Union of Geriatric Medicine Society 
Annual Meeting, Venice, Italy. October 3-6 

2014 - *Member, International Scientific Advisory Board, Mediterranean Diet 
Foundation; Discussant at Conference on Sustainability of Mediterranean Diet & 
Nutrition and Aging. Ostuni, Italy; June 19-20 

  - Advisor and Discussant, International Conference on Health Economic & Aging 
Project (Part of the SHARE Study [€30 M award to University of Padova]). 
Padova, Italy; June 23-24 

  - Lead Advisor and Teaching Professor for Advanced Training Course in Geriatric 
Medicine, organized by the Chinese Geriatrics Society of the Chinese Medical 
Association (a 9-day course, 7 hours each day, covering 29 core topics in 
geriatrics, for 50 chairs of departments of geriatrics from teaching hospitals all 
across China.  The rationale was a train-the-trainers to begin educating health 
care workforce in China to meet their age-boom. Slide sets were distributed.). 
Beijing, China; October 10-20 

2015 - Lead Advisor and Teaching Professor for Advanced Training Course in Geriatric 
Medicine, organized by the Chinese Geriatrics Society of the Chinese Medical 
Association (a 7-day course, 7 hours each day, covering 29 core topics in 
geriatrics, for 50 additional chairs of departments of geriatrics from teaching 
hospitals all across China). Beijing, China; October 19-25 

2017 - Discussant and organizer for the International Conference on Sustainability of 
Mediterranean Diet & Nutrition and Aging. Ostuni, Italy 3/17 

2018 - Lecturer, Aging and the Mediterranean Diet: Clinical Implications. Course in 
Nutrition and Aging, University of Padova, Padova, Italy 3/18 

 
Principal Clinical and Hospital Service Responsibilities 
 

Harvard Medical School 
 

1972-1980  Attending Physician, Beth Israel Hospital, Infectious Disease Consultation 
Service 

1972-1986  Attending Physician, Medical Service, Beth Israel Hospital 
1972-1986  Attending Physician, Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for Aged  
1980-1986  Director and Attending Physician, Geriatric Interdisciplinary Consultation 

Service, Beth Israel Hospital 
1982-1986  Attending Physician, Medical Service, Brigham and Women's Hospital  
 
University of Connecticut Health Center School of Medicine 

 
1986-00  Attending Medical Staff, Department of Medicine, John Dempsey Hospital  
1987-00 - Attending Physician, Hebrew Home and Hospital 

- Attending Physician, McLean Home and Village 
1988-00 - Attending Physician, Inpatient Interdisciplinary Geriatric Consult Service, 

John Dempsey Hospital (Director until 1995) 
1989-00 - Attending Physician, Ambulatory Geriatric Consult Service, University 

Medical Group (Director until 1995) 
1990-00 - Attending Physician and Curriculum Developer, Mandatory Geriatric 
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Rotations; Internal Medicine Residency Programs, UCHC SOM; Newington 
DVAMC 

1991-00 - Attending Physician, In-patient Geriatrics Service, John Dempsey Hospital 
(Director until 1995) 

1992-00 - Attending Physician, Ambulatory Geriatrics Associates, University Medical 
Group (Director Until 1995) 

 
Alpert Medical School 
 
2000- *- Attending Medical Staff, Department of Medicine, RI and The Miriam 

Hospitals 
 *- Attending Medical Staff, Providence VA Medical Center 
 *- Director, Division of Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, Department of 

Medicine, RI and The Miriam Hospitals 
 
Major Administrative Responsibilities  
 

 Harvard Medical School 
 

1979-1986  Director, Geriatric Fellowship Training Program  
1979-1986  Executive Committee, Division on Aging  
1980-1986  Director, Interdisciplinary Geriatric Consultation Service, Beth Israel 

Hospital 
1981-1986  Director, Geriatric Medical Education, Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for 

Aged 
1983-1986  Director, Harvard Geriatric Education Center 
1984-1986  Member, Oliver Wendell Holmes Society (New Pathway Curriculum, Life 

Cycle Curriculum Design Group) 
1985-1986  Director, Education and Training, Division on Aging 
 

   University of Connecticut Health Center School of Medicine 
 

1986-2000 - Director, UConn (nee Travelers) Center on Aging  
1986-97 - Director, Geriatrics Fellowship Training Program 
1988-2000 - Chief, Division of Geriatrics, Department of Medicine 
 

  Alpert Medical School 
 
2000-2014 - Director, Center for Gerontology and Health Care Research 
 - Director, Division of Geriatrics & Palliative Medicine (Dept. of Medicine)  

     2000-2019 -  Director of Geriatrics, Rhode Island and The Miriam Hospitals 
         2002-5  -  Interim Dean of Medicine and Biological Sciences 
 
Brown University School of Public Health 
 
      2014-2019  - Director, Center for Gerontology and Health Care Research 

 
Grant Awards 
 

Harvard Medical School 
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1979-1981  Principal Investigator, Administration on Aging (DHHS) Geriatric Fellowship 
Grant ($179,000)  

1979-1985  Principal Investigator, Kaiser Family Foundation Geriatric Fellowship Grant 
1983-1986  Principal Investigator, Sandoz Foundation Geriatric Fellowship Grant 

($50,000)  
1983-1986  Director and Principal Investigator, Hartford Foundation Geriatric Faculty 

Development Grant ($190,000) 
1983-1986  Principal Investigator, Health Resources and Services Administration 

(DHHS) Geriatric Education Center Grant ($580,000) 
 

   University of Connecticut Health Center School of Medicine 
 

1986-1989 - Director and Principal Investigator, Health Resources and Services 
Administration (DHHS) Geriatric Education Center Grant ($650,000) 

1987-1989 - Co-Sponsor with Lawrence Raisz, M.D., Brookdale National Fellowship 
Award to Carol Pilbeam, M.D., Ph.D. ($105,000) 

1988-1994 - Principal Investigator, John A. Hartford Foundation Geriatric Faculty 
Recruitment Award ($485,000) 

1988-1990 - Principal Investigator, Charles A. Dana Foundation Geriatric Research and 
Research Training Award ($200,000) 

1988-1997 - Principal Investigator, Bureau of Health Professions (DHHS), Geriatric 
Medicine and Geriatric Dentistry Fellowship Training Grant ($1,350,000) 

1989-1990 - Co-Sponsor with Lawrence Raisz, M.D., Brookdale National Fellowship 
Award to Carol Pilbeam, MD, PhD ($60,000) 

1989-1991 - Co-Sponsor with Lawrence Raisz. M.D., Pfizer/American Geriatrics Society 
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award to James Judge, M.D. ($60,000) 

1989-1991 - Principal Investigator, University of Connecticut Alzheimer's Disease 
Diagnostic and Research Center Award, CT State Department on Aging 
($194,000) 

1989-1991 - Director and Principal Investigator, Health Resources and Services 
Administration (DHHS), Geriatric Education Center Award ($439,000) 

1990-2000 - Director, Travelers Research Institute on Health Promotion and Aging 
(TRIHPA [$1 million endowment]) 

- Principal Investigator, Alzheimer's disease Outreach Project, Howard and 
Bush Foundation ($150,000) 

1991  Principal Investigator, Health Promotion Research Award, Travelers 
Foundation ($25,000) 

1991 - Principal Investigator, Financing Long Term Care, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation ($131,000) 

1992 - Principal Investigator, Health Promotion Research Seed Grant, Travelers 
Foundation ($25,000) 

1993 - Principal Investigator, Financing Long Term Care, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation ($104,000) 

1993-6 - Co-Sponsor with Lawrence Raisz, M.D., Brookdale National Fellowship 
Award to Karen Prestwood, MD ($201,750) 

1994 - Principal Investigator, Travelers Research Institute on Health Promotion 
and Aging Pilot Grants Award ($50,000), Travelers Foundation 

- Principal Investigator, Financing Long Term Care, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation ($113,000) 

1995-8 - Principal Investigator, Geriatrics in Generalist Residency Training, John A. 
Hartford Foundation (3 years, $500,000) 
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1996-8 - Co-Sponsor with Lawrence Raisz, M.D., Brookdale National Fellowship 
Award to Anne Kenny, MD ($127,500) 

1996-9 - Co-Sponsor with Lawrence Raisz, M.D., Beeson Scholar Award to Karen 
Prestwood, M.D. ($450,000) 

1996-2001 - Principal Investigator, Claude Pepper Older Americans Independence 
Center, National Institute on Aging (5 years, $1.15 million total year 1)  

1997-9 - Co-Sponsor with Karen Prestwood, M.D., Pfizer/American Geriatrics 
Society Postdoctoral Fellowship Award to Sandra Bellantonio, M.D. 
($80,000) 

1998-01 - Co-Mentor with Lawrence Raisz, M.D., Beeson Scholar Award to Anne 
Kenny, M.D. ($450,000) 

1998-00 - Co-Sponsor with Karen Prestwood, M.D., John A. Hartford Foundation 
Research Fellowship Award to Rohini Winston, M.D. ($50,000) 

1998-00 -  Senior Advisor for HCFA contract award of Healthy Aging Project; PI, L. 
Rubenstein, MD; grantee, RAND ($3.4 million) 

 
  Alpert Medical School 

 
2000-03 -  Senior Advisor for HCFA contract award of Healthy Aging Project; PI, L. 

Rubenstein, MD; grantee, RAND ($3.4 million) 
2003-5 - Co-investigator, NIH R03, Thyroid hormone effects on cognition, Jeff 

Tremont PI 
2003 - PI, Reynolds Foundation Comprehensive Programs to Strengthen 

Physicians’ Training in Geriatrics application; reverse site visit, not funded 
2004-7 - Co-director, NIH T32 Post-doctoral training grant in dementia research 
2004 - PI, NIH Alzheimer’s Disease Core Center application ($5M), approved but 

not funded 
2005 - PI, NIH Alzheimer’s Disease Core Center application ($6M), approved but 

not funded 
2006-11 - PI, Donald W. Reynolds Foundation Comprehensive Programs to 

Strengthen Physicians’ Training in Geriatrics ($2M), 7/06-6/11 
2007-12 - Co-investigator, Project 3, “Nursing Home Physicians – Missing in Action; in 

Mor (PI), “Shaping Long Term Care in America”, National Institute on Aging, 
1P01AG027296-01A1, ($10,000,000; 2007-2012). 

2008-16 - PI, John A. Hartford Foundation Center of Excellence in Geriatric Medicine 
and Training ($450,000), 7/08-6/11, renewed 2011 ($60,000), renewed 
2012 ($120,000), renewed 2013-16 ($282,000) 

2009-10 - PI, Schwartz Center, Schwartz Communication Curriculum for Medical 
Students ($25,000) 

2010-11 - PI, Schwartz Center, Schwartz Communication Curriculum for Medical 
Students ($25,000) 

 
Brown University School of Public Health 
 
2013-17 - PI, Donald W. Reynolds Foundation, Next Steps II (Geriatrics Education for 

Medical Specialists) ($1 million) 
2014-15 - Co-PI (Gans, PI), Tufts Health Plan Foundation, Healthy Aging 

Communities: ($149,995.67) 
2015-6 - PI, John A. Hartford Foundation investigator-initiated award ($400,000) 

“Dissemination and Marketing of Geriatrics-Orthopedics Hip Fracture Co-
management” Phase 1 
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2017-19 - Co-Investigator, Peterson Foundation investigator-initiated award ($2 M) 
“High-need, High Cost Patient Project” 

2017-20 - Senior Medical Advisor (AGS Grantee), John A. Hartford Foundation award 
($1.4 M) “Dissemination and Marketing of Geriatrics-Orthopedics Hip 
Fracture Co-management” Phase 2 
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