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14. Page, K., Guzman, J., Mills, W.L., Farrell, T.W., Catlin, C.,...Moye, |.
(2019). Assessment of the Capacity to Live Independently Handout. (VHA
EES Assessment of Decision Making Capacity Handout Series).
Washington DC: VHA Employee Education System.

15. Page, K., Mills, W.L., Farrell, T.W., Catlin, C., Dumas, P.,...Moye, |.
(2019). Financial Capacity, Financial Exploitation, and Undue Influence
Handout. (VHA EES Assessment of Decision Making Capacity Handout
Series). Washington DC: VHA Employee Education System.

16. Farrell, T.W., Page, K., Mills, W.L., Catlin, C., Dumas, P.,...Moye J.
(2019). Capacity and Fitness to Drive a Motor Vehicle Handout. (VHA EES
Assessment of Decision Making Capacity Handout Series). Washington
DC: VHA Employee Education System.

17. Solberg, L., Ritchey, K., Kiefer, L., Madrigal, C., Mills, W.L., Martinez,
E., Church, K., Penumudi, B., Herring, V., Haq, N., Arceneaux, L., Citty, S.,
& Naik, A. (2021). Integrating Age-Friendly and Patient Priorities Care into
Community Living Centers: Gainesville GRECC and Puget Sound GRECC.
Washington DC: Geriatrics Research Education and Clinical Centers Forum
on Aging.

PRESENTATIONS

Invited

1. Mills, W.L. (Summer, 2012). Transitions of Care Seminar Series.
Presentations to the Texas Consortium of Geriatric Education Centers,
Houston, TX.

2. Mills, W.L. (February, 2017). Introduction to the CLC Research Interest
Group. Presentation to the Geriatrics Research, Education, and Clinical
Center Directors, Department of Veterans Affairs.

3. Fuijii, D., Evans, D., Muralidharan, A., & Mills, W.L. (July, 2017). Caring for
Veterans with Serious Mental lllness in the Community Living Center:
Team Feedback, Staff Education Toolkit, and Work Group
Recommendations. Presentation to VA Community Living Center Mental
Health Providers, Department of Veterans Affairs.

4. Mills, W.L. (June, 2019). Implementing the Behavioral Activities
Intervention (BE-ACTIV) to reduce VA nursing home resident depression.
Presentation to the VA Affiliation Partnership Council Annual Conference,
Providence, RI.

5. Mills, W.L. (August, 2019). CLC staff conceptualization of decision-
making capacity. Presentation to the Geriatrics and Extended Care
Seminar Series, Department of Veterans Affairs.

6. Mills, W.L. (October, 2019). Introduction to the RIVULET. Presentation to
the VA CLC Research Interest Group, Department of Veterans Affairs.
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7. Mills, W.L. (August, 2020). Network Update. Presentation to the VA Long-
Term Services and Supports Research Network, Department of Veterans
Affairs.

8. Mills, W.L. (June, 2021). High level view of implementation science and
potential relationship to education research. Grantwriting and Mentoring
in Education Research (GAMER) Workshop, virtual.

9. Mills, W.L. (September, 2021). Network Update. Presentation to the VA
Long-Term Services and Supports Research Network, Department of
Veterans Affairs.

10. Mills, W.L. (May, 2022). Diversity in Research. Presentation to
Providence VA Research Week, Providence VA Medical Center,
Providence, RI.

11. Mills, W.L. (October, 2022). Network Update. Presentation to the VA
Long-Term Services and Supports Research Network, Department of
Veterans Affairs.

12. Mills, W.L. (November, 2022). Introduction to BE-ACTIV (VA).
Presentation to VA Community Living Center Mental Health Providers,
Department of Veterans Affairs.

13. Mills, W.L. (January, 2023). Proactive Application of the
Implementation Planning Tool. Presentation to the VA HSR&D
Implementation Research Collaborative Cyberseminar Series, Department
of Veterans Affairs.

Regional

1. Simons, K., Kerr, N., & Mills, W.L. (September, 2018). The social and
environmental context of care transitions: Supporting older Veterans’
well-being. Paper presented at the New York State Suicide Prevention
Conference, Albany, NY.

2. Mills, W.L., Pimentel, C.B., Palmer, J.A., Snow, A.L., ...Hartmann, C.W.
(May, 2019). Formative evaluation of the implementation of a quality
improvement framework in nursing homes. Paper presented at the
Center for Health Services Training and Research (CoHSTAR) 2019
Implementation Science Institute, Providence, RI.

National

1. Bergman, E. J., & Mills, W. L. (February, 2006). Student Perspectives of
Teaching and Professional Development Best Practices Within an
Interdisciplinary Aging Studies Program. Workshop presented at the
Association for Gerontology in Higher Education Annual Scientific Meeting,
Indianapolis, Indiana.
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Molinari, V., Merritt, S., Mills, W. L., Chiriboga, D., Conboy, A., Hyer, K., &
Becker, M. (August, 2006). Serious Mental Illlness (SMI) in Florida Nursing
Homes: Interviews with Stakeholders. Symposium presentation at APA
Convention, New Orleans, Louisiana.

Mills, W. L. (November, 2006). The Path to Affordable Assisted Living:
Lessons from the Field. Poster presented at Gerontological Society of
America Annual Meeting, Orlando, Florida.

Molinari, V. & Mills, W. L. (November, 2006). Personality Disorders in the
Context of Long-Term Care. Paper presented at Gerontological Society of
America Annual Meeting, Dallas, Texas.

Mills, W. L., Molinari, V., Merritt, S., Chiriboga, D., Conboy, A., Hyer, K, &
Becker, M. (November, 2007). Serious mental illness in Florida nursing
homes: Interviews with residents, family, and staff. Poster presented at
the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting, San Francisco,
California.

Molinari, V. & Mills, W. L. (August, 2008). Personality Disorders in the
Context of Long-Term Care. Symposium presented at American
Psychological Association Annual Convention, Boston, Massachusetts.

Maier, J. & Mills, W. L. (November 2008; co-chair). Music-Based
Interventions and the Resilience of Persons with Dementia: Practical
Applications, Outcomes, and Future Directions. Symposium presented at
Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.

Brown, L. M., Mills, W., & Schinka, J. A. (August, 2009). Cognitive Change
in Normal Elderly: Self-report versus Informant 3CL Ratings. Paper
presentation at the 117th Annual Meeting of the American Psychological
Association, Toronto, Canada.

Mills, W. L., Molinari, V., McEvoy, C., Edwards, J. D., Hyer, L.,
Gommonley, D., & Brown, L. M. (November, 2010). Personality and
adjustment to assisted living. Poster presented at the Gerontological
Society of America Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.

Brown, L. M., Mills, W. L., Toyinbo, P.A. (August, 2011). Seniors helping
seniors prepare for disasters: A peer-to-peer model. Symposium
presented at American Psychological Association Annual Convention,
Washington, DC.

Mills, W. L., Molinari, V., McEvoy, C., Edwards, J. D., Hyer, L.,
Gammonley, D., & Brown, L. M. (November, 2011). Personality as a
predictor of adjustment to assisted living. In N. G. Castle (Chair),
Relationship of lifestyles in long-term care settings with quality of life and
quality of care. Symposium presented at the Gerontological Society of
America Annual Meeting, Boston, MA.

Mills, W. L., Regev, T., Kunik, M. E., Wilson, N. L., Moye, J., McCullough, L.
B., & Naik, A. D. (November, 2011). A screening tool for capacity to live
safely and independently in the community. Poster presented at the
Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting, Boston, MA.
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Mills, W. L., Roush, R., Moye, J., Kunik, M. E., Cassidy, K., Taffet, G. E., &
Naik, A. D. (November 2011). Identifying risk for elder investment fraud
and financial exploitation: Clinician’s pocket guide. Poster presented at
the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting, Boston, MA.

Mills, W. L., Regev, T., Kunik, M. E., Wilson, N. L., Moye, J., McCullough,
L. B., & Naik, A. D. (May 2012). A screening tool for capacity to live safely
and independently in the community. Poster presented at the
Presidential Poster Session at the Annual Meeting of the American
Geriatrics Society, Seattle, WA.

Mills, W. L., June, A., Moye, J., Mulligan, B., Jahn, A., King, K., et al. (May
2012). Intensity and impact of pain in military veterans following cancer
treatment. Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the American
Geriatrics Society, Seattle, WA.

Li, L.T., Mills, W.L., Gutierrez, A.M., Herman, L.l., Naik, A.D., & Berger,
D.H. (2012). A Patient-Centered Early Warning System to Prevent
Readmission after Colorectal Surgery: A National Consensus Using the
Delphi Method. Paper presented at the American Surgical Conference
Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.

Godwin, K., Mills, W.L., Anderson, J., & Kunik, M.E. (March 2013). The
Efficacy of Interactive Technology Interventions for Caregivers of Persons
with Dementia: A Systematic Review. Poster presented at the Society of
Behavioral Medicine Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA.

Li L.T., Mills W.L., Gutierrez A.M., Herman L.l., Berger D.H.,& Naik A.D.
(May 2013). A Patient-Centered Early Warning System to Prevent
Readmission after Colorectal Surgery: A National Consensus Using the
Delphi Method. Poster presented at the annual American Geriatric Society
Conference.

Mills, W.L., Snow, A.L., Wilson, N.L., Naik, A.D., & Kunik, M.E. (November
2013). Model to integrate everyday competence in planning transitions
from nursing homes to the community. Poster presented at The
Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, New Orleans, LA.

Wisniewski, K.M., Eichorst, M.K., Allen, R.S., Halli, A., Mills, W.L., & Naik,
A.D. (November 2013). Decision Making Capacity and Social Support
among Community-Dwelling Older Adults. Poster presented at the
Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, New Orleans, LA.

Naik A.D., Campbell B., Li L.T., Paasche-Orlow M.K., Mills W.L., et al. (July
2015). Adaptation and Implementation of an Evidence Based Intervention
to Reduce Readmissions Following Major Abdominal Surgery. Poster
presented at the Department of Veterans Affairs Health Services Research
& Development/Quality Enhancement Research Initiative National
Conference, Philadelphia, PA.

Hartmann, C.W., Allen, R.S., Mills, W.L., ... Snow, A.L. (November 2015).
Developing a Research Tool and Adapting it for Clinical and Performance
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Measurement Needs. Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of
America annual meeting, Orlando, FL.

Horstman, M.J., Mills, W.L., Herman, L.I., ... Naik, A.D. (March 2016).
Patient experience with discharge instructions in post-operative recovery.
Poster presented at the Society for Hospital Medicine annual meeting, San
Diego, CA.

Pimentel, C., Mills, W.L., Snow, A.L., Wewiorski, N., ... Hartmann, C.
(November 2016). Theory-Based Formative Evaluation of an Innovative
Nursing Home Quality Improvement Intervention. Paper presented at the
Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, New Orleans, LA.

Mills, W.L., Ying, J., & Kunik, M.E. (November 2016). Who becomes long-
stay residents in VA Community Living Centers? Poster presented at the
Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, New Orleans, LA.

Mills, W.L. (chair), Hughes, )., Thomas, K., & Hilgeman, M. (November
2016). Professional development symposium: Career paths in VA Medical
Centers. Symposium presented at the Gerontological Society of America
annual meeting, New Orleans, LA.

Mills, W.L., Naik, A.D., Catic, A. (May 2017). Acceptability and Feasibility
of a BPSD ECHO Program in VA LTC Facilities and State Veterans Homes.

Poster presented at the American Geriatrics Society annual meeting, San
Antonio, TX.

Mills, W.L., Pimentel, C.B., Palmer, J.A., Snow, A.L., ... Hartmann, C.W.
(June 2017). Development of a theory-driven framework to guide quality
improvement efforts in nursing homes: the LOCK model. Poster
presented at the Academy Health Annual Research Meeting, New Orleans,
LA.

Mills, W.L., Pimentel, C.B., Palmer, J.A., Snow, A.L., ... Hartmann, C.W.
(July 2017). Formative evaluation of a new theory-driven framework to
guide quality improvement in community living centers. Poster presented
at the 2017 HSR&D/QUERI National Conference, Crystal City, MD.

Pimentel, C.B., Mills, W.L., Snow, A.L., Palmer, J.A., ... Hartmann, C.W.
(July 2017). Blended facilitation to support implementation efforts in VHA
community living centers. Poster presented at the 2017 HSR&D/QUERI
National Conference, Crystal City, MD.

Pimentel, C.B., Mills, W.L., Hartmann, C.W., & Snow, A.L. (August 2017).
How to build a culture of quality improvement focused on the positive.
Workshop presented at the Pioneer Network Conference, Rosemont, IL.
Hartmann, C.W., Mills, W.L., Pimentel, C.B., Palmer, J.A., Allen, R.S.,
Zhao, S., Wewiorski, N.J., Berlowitz, D., & Snow, A.L. (June 2018). Impact
of evidence-based blended-facilitation intervention to improve nursing
home resident-staff interactions and resident engagement. Poster
presented at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting, Seattle, WA.
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Mills, W.L., Hartmann, C.W., Snow, A.L., & Pimentel, C.B. (August 2018).
How to build a culture of quality improvement focused on the positive.
Workshop presented at the Pioneer Network Conference, Denver, CO.

Hartmann, C.W., Mills, W.L., Pimentel, C.B., Palmer, J.A.,... & Snow, A.L.
(November 2018). Enhancing staff-resident interactions through a
frontline staff quality improvement intervention. Paper presented at the
Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting, Boston, MA.

Mills, W.L., Ying, J., & Kunik, M.E. (November 2018). Delayed discharge
in Veterans Affairs Nursing Homes. In K. Simons (Chair), Veterans
experiences with care transitions from VA nursing homes to the
community. Symposium presented at the Gerontological Society of
America Annual Meeting, Boston, MA.

Muralidharan, A., Mills, W.L., Evans, D., Fujii, D., Molinari, V. (March
2019). Staff training needs regarding older adults with serious mental
illness in nursing homes. Paper presented at the American Association for
Geriatric Psychiatry Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA.

Mills, W.L., Kunik, M.E., Kiefer, L., Curren-Vo, H., Mochel, A., & Naik, A.D.
(November 2019). A qualitative study of nursing home staff
conceptualization of everyday decision-making capacity. Poster presented
at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting, Austin, TX.

Mills, W.L., Kerr, N., & Simons, K. (November 2019). The importance of
creating shared expectations following nursing home discharge. Poster
presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting,
Austin, TX.

Simons, K., Mills, W.L., Bower, E., Gillespie, S., & Van Orden, K.
(November 2019). Social functioning as an important clinical target during
care transitions from skilled nursing facilities. Poster presented at the
Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting, Austin, TX.

Madrigal, C.M., Jiang, L., Mills, W.L., Wu, W-C., Berish, D.E., Roberts, T.,
Van Haitsma, K., & Rudolph, J. (November 2020). Predictors of Everyday
Care Preference Importance Ratings for Veterans Living in the Nursing
Home Setting. Poster accepted for presentation at the Gerontological
Society of America Annual Meeting, virtual.

Mills, W.L., Kunik, M.E., Kelly, P.A., Wilson, N.L., Starks, S., Asghar-Ali, A.,
Naik, A.D. (November 2020). Validation of the MEDSAIL tool to screen for
capacity to live safely and independently in nursing home residents.
Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Meeting,
virtual.

Davila, H., Mills, W.L., Clark, V., Hartmann, C., Mohr, D., Berlowitz, D.,
Baughman, A., & Pimentel, C. (June 2021) Quality improvement activities
in VA Community Living Centers increased following public reporting of
performance information. Poster accepted for presentation at the
AcademyHealth Research Meeting, virtual.
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43. Mills, W.L., Thomas, K.S., Huang, Y., Wininger, M., & Hummel, S.

(December 2022) Proactive application of the Implementation Planning
Assessment Tool in a multi-site VA clinical trial. In A. Nevedal (Chair),
Breaking new ground by integrating an implementation planning
assessment tool to optimize clinical trials within Veterans Health
Administration. Symposium presented at the Annual Conference on the
Science of Dissemination and Implementation in Health, Washington, D.C.

GRANTS

Current Grants

1.

Mills (PI). Department of Veterans Affairs Health Services Research &
Development Research to Impact for Veterans Award: “Research
Impacting Veterans Using LTSS and Experiencing Transitions (RIVULET)”
(RVR 19-482), 7/1/2019-6/30/2024, $520,000.

Mills (PI1). Department of Veterans Affairs Health Services Research &
Development Merit Review Award: “Implementing the Behavioral
Activities Intervention (BE-ACTIV) to Reduce Depression among Veterans
in Community Living Centers” (101 HX002775), 3/1/2020-2/29/2024,
$1,194,473.

Hilgeman (PI). Site PI. Department of Veterans Affairs Health Services
Research & Development Merit Review Award: “Montessori Approaches
in Person-Centered Care (MAP-VA): An Effectiveness-Implementation Trial
in Community Living Centers” (101 HX03093), 3/1/2021-2/28/2025,
$1,324,315.

Mills (Director). Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Academic
Affiliations Advanced Fellowship in Health Services Research at
Providence VA Medical Center (3K112021B), 10/1/2021-n.d.,
approximately $515,148 annually.

Mills (PI). Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Research &
Development Summer Research Program Pilot Award: “Providence VAMC
Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) Program” (SRP-009-
22S), 5/31/2022-9/30/2024, $142,485.

Hartmann (Pl). Site Pl. Department of Veterans Affairs Health Services
Research & Development Merit Review Award: “Pragmatic trial to
increase quality of care in State Veterans Homes: Improving safety using
an evidence-based, frontline staff huddling practice” (101 HX003420),
pending, $1,598,114.

Mills (PI). Department of Veterans Affairs Cooperative Studies Program
Award: “Geriatric OUt-of-hospital Randomized MEal Trial in heart failure:
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Veterans Affairs (GOURMET-VA) Implementation Evaluation” (CSP 2025),
2/1/2023-8/31/2027, $978,030.

Completed Grants

1.

10.

Allen (PI). Co-Investigator. Department of Veterans Affairs Health
Services Research & Development: “Increasing Veterans’ Use of
Community-Based LTC via Timely Discharge from VA CLCs” (CRE 12-
036), 1/1/2013-12/31/2015.

Hartmann (Pl). Co-Investigator. Department of Veterans Affairs Health
Services Research & Development: “Developing and Implementing a
Toolkit for Measuring CLC Cultural Transformation” (CRE 11-349),
1/1/2014-12/31/2016, $869,200.

Naik (PI). Co-Investigator. Department of Veterans Affairs QUERI Rapid
Response Proposal: “Formative Evaluation of a Veteran-Centered Post-
Surgical Discharge Intervention” (RRP 12-532), 3/1/2014-2/28/2015,
$98,400.

Naik & Hysong (Pls). Co-Investigator. Department of Veterans Affairs
Health Services Research & Development: “A Coordinated Approach to
HSR&D Fellowships Training”, 1/1/2015-12/31/2015, $229,000.

Catic (PI). Co-Investigator. VA South Central MIRECC Pilot Study Program:
“An Echo Program for the Behavioral and Psychological Symptoms of
Dementia”, 1/1/2016-12/31/2016.

Mills (PI). Department of Veterans Affairs Rehabilitation Research &
Development: “Validation of a Tool to Screen Everyday Competence in
VA Nursing Home Residents” (supplement), 1/1/2016-12/31/2016,
$35,938.

Kolanowski, Rudolph, Shaughnessy (Pls). Co-Investigator. Research,
Education, Caregiving, Alzheimer’s & Living (RECALL) Foundation: “The
NHCGNE Geriatric Nursing Leadership Training Program for Optimizing
Quality in Long-Term Care”, 9/1/2018-8/31/2019, $91,850.

Gadbois (PI). Co-Investigator. Meals on Wheels America: “Technology
intervention to address social isolation pilot”, 12/01/2018-12/31/2019,
$75,000.

Gadbois (PI). Co-Investigator. Brown School of Public Health Seed Grant:
“Evaluating Senior Center Without Walls”, 1/1/2019-12/31/2019, $20,000.

Pimentel (PI). Co-Investigator. Department of Veterans Affairs Health
Services Research & Development Merit Review Pilot Project Program:
“Healthcare Providers and Public Reporting of Community Living Center
(CLC) Quality: Investigating Responses and Opportunities for Intervention
through the PROACTIVE Mixed-Methods Study” (121 HX002765),
1/1/2019-12/31/2019, $99,800.
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Mills (PI). Department of Veterans Affairs Rehabilitation Research &
Development Career Development Award: “Improving Veteran
Transitions from VA Community Living Centers to the Community”
(1IK2RX001241), 10/1/2014-2/28/2020, $900,700.

Thomas (PI). Co-Investigator. NIH R61: “Home-Delivered Meals for
Persons with Dementia: Which Model Delays Nursing Home Placement?”
(R61AG070170),9/30/2020-8/31/2021, $823,497.

Madrigal (PI). Mentor. Providence VA Medical Center, Center for
Innovation in Long-Term Services & Supports Pilot Program: “Developing
a Pragmatic Measure to Assess the Person-centeredness of Care Plans in
VA Community Living Centers”, 10/1/2020-9/30/2021, $10,779.

Wu (PI). Co-Investigator. Department of Veterans Affairs Health Services
Research & Development Implementation Supplement: “Implementation
Trial Evaluating On-Site In-Person Versus Remote Video-Assisted
Facilitation to Train Providers on the Implementation of CHF SMA” (IRP
20-003), 2/01/2020-1/30/2022, $299,417.

Cornell (PI). Co-Investigator. Department of Veterans Affairs Quality
Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI) Partnered Research Initiative:
“Maximizing Effectiveness of Case Management in Primary Care for Rural
Veterans” (150 HX002647), 10/1/2019-9/30/2022, $448,708.

UNIVERSITY TEACHING AND MENTORING ROLES

2006 Instructor Sociocultural Aspects of Aging, School of Aging
Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

2006, Instructor Psychology of Aging, School of Aging Studies,

2008 University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

2007 Instructor Introduction to Gerontology, School of Aging
Studies, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL

2011- Mentor Rice-Baylor College of Medicine Health,

2014 Humanism, & Society Scholars Program,
Houston, TX

Rohini Sigireddi
Amol Utrankar

2012 Instructor Enhancing Implementation Science in VA

(Novice Track - Houston Site Lead),
Department of Veterans Affairs

2012 - Assistant Foundations in Health Services Research

2013 Curriculum Seminar Series, Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical
Director Center, Houston, TX

2013, Lecture Transitions of Care lecture, Geriatrics

2014 Immersion Course for Physician Assistant and
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2020 -

2020 -

Lecture

Mentor

Thesis Reader

Lead
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Physician Fellows Programs, Michael E.
DeBakey VA Medical Center, Houston, TX
Career Development Award Application
Process, Foundations in Health Services
Research, Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical
Center, Houston, TX

Advanced Fellowship in Health Services
Research, Center of Innovation in Long-Term
Services & Supports, Providence VA Medical
Center

Caroline Madrigal, PhD, RN (Primary, 2019-
2022)

Katherine Kennedy, PhD (2021-)

Cassandra Hua, PhD (2022-)

Career Development Award Applicants

Kelly O’Malley, PhD (2021-)

Portia Cornell, PhD (2020-); CDA-2 Awarded
2022

Julia Browne, PhD (2022-)

Master of Public Health, Brown University

Erin Brown (2020-2021)

Julie Gokhale (2022-)
CORNERSTONE (group mentoring for CDA
applicants interested in LTSS)

Emma Quach, PhD (2020-)

Emily Franzosa, PhD (2020-); CDA-2
Awarded 2022
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