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SHIRLEY A. SPATER FREEDMAN, DMD, MPH, FADPD, DABSCD 
 

 
Director, Samuels Sinclair Dental Center  
Rhode Island Hospital     
593 Eddy Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
Phone:  (401) 444-5995 
Fax:  (401) 444-4098 
Email:  sspater@lifespan.org 
 
 
EDUCATION
 
Undergraduate   Fairleigh Dickinson University, Biology, Bachelor of Science:  1984,  

Dean’s List 
 

Dental School   Fairleigh Dickinson University College of Dental Medicine:  1985-1989,  
Doctor of Dental Medicine:  1989 
 

Other Advanced Degrees University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, School of Public Health, Department of 
Health Policy and Administration:  1993-1995, Master of  
Public Health:  1995 

     
POST GRADUATE TRAINING
 
 
Residency Tufts University School of Dental Medicine  and New England Medical Center, 

Boston, Massachusetts, General Practice Residency: 1989-1990 
 
Fellowship Duke University Medical Center, Center for the Study of Aging and Human 

Development, Durham, North Carolina, Geriatric Dentistry Fellowship:   
1992-1994 

 
POST GRADUATE HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

Recipient, federal traineeship with Public Health Services, U. S. Department  
Of Health and Human Services, for superior academic and professional achievement:  1992 

 
Honored as community leader by Rhode Island Kids Count, a children’s policy and advocacy 
organization:  2000 

     
Recognized for improving access to dental care for under-served communities, Rhode Island Dental 
Association and American Dental Association:  2000 

 
Community Service Award, John E. Fogarty Center:  2001 

 
Fellowship, International Dental Honor Society, Pierre Fauchard Academy:  2001 

 
  Recipient, Dean’s Teaching Excellence Award, Brown Medical School:  2001 
 

Community Service Award, Blackstone Valley Chapter, Rhode Island Association of Retarded 
Citizens:  2003 

 
Fellowship, International College of Dentists:  2003 
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Head Start Oral Health Honor Roll, Rhode Island Department of Health:  2004 

 
  Outstanding Service Award, Pierre Fauchard Academy:  2005 
                                                            
                             Fellowship, Academy of Dentistry for Persons with Disabilities:  2006 
 
                             Diplomate, American Board of Special Care Dentistry:  2007 
 
                             Exceptional Parent Magazine, Maxwell J. Schleifer Distinguished Service Award 
 
MILITARY SERVICE  N/A 
 
PROFESSIONAL LICENSES AND BOARD CERTIFICATION 
 
    Northeast Regional Board, Massachusetts License #17697:  1989 
    Rhode Island License #DEN02521:  1995-present 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
                                                          Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery, the Warren Alpert Medical 
                                                          School of Brown University:  2003-present   
HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS 
 
    House Staff, New England Medical Center, Boston, Massachusetts:  1989-1990 
     
    House Staff, Duke University Medical Center and VA Medical Center,  

Durham, North Carolina:  1992-1994 
 

Medical Staff, Rhode Island Hospital, Providence, Rhode Island:  1995-present 
 
OTHER APPOINTMENTS
 

Appointed by Dr. Patricia Nolan, Director of Health, Department of Health to serve 
on the Radiation Advisory Commission:  1999-present 

 
Appointed by Senator Elizabeth Roberts to serve on the Senate Commission to Study 
Access to Oral Health Care for Rhode Islanders:  2000-present 

 
HOSPITAL COMMITTEES 
 

Member of Ambulatory Physician Leadership Committee, Rhode Island Hospital:  
2005-2007 

 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES N/A 
 
MEMBERSHIP IN SOCIETIES 
 
    Program Chair, Providence District Dental Society:  1999-2000 
                     
                                                          President, Providence District Dental Society:  2000-2002 
 

Board Member, Academy of Dentistry for Persons with Disabilities, Special Care 
Dentistry:  2001-2007 

 
     
ORIGINAL PUBLICATIONS IN PEER REVIEWED JOURNALS  N/A 
 
OTHER PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS    N/A 
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BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS     N/A 
 
OTHER NON-PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS   N/A 
 
PUBLICATIONS SUBMITTED OR IN PREPARATION   N/A 
 
ABSTRACTS        N/A 
 
SCHOLARY WORK PUBLISHED IN OTHER MEDIA   N/A 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS
 

16th Annual International Conference, Special Care Dentistry, Calgary, Alberta, Canada – 
August 2004 
Symposium:  “Ethics – Guidelines on Intervention for those Unable to Comply with Routine 
Care – AKA Use of Restraint” 

 
GRANTS 
  

The Joseph S. and Rosalyn K. Sinclair Family Foundation:  $1,000,000:  2004 
   To establish the Joseph S. Sinclair General Practice Residency Program at the 
   Joseph Samuels Dental Center at Rhode Island Hospital 
 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, $90,000:  2004 
   To be used to support the General Practice Residency Program at  
   Joseph Samuels Dental Center at Rhode Island Hospital 
 
   Ronald McDonald House Charities, $25,000:  2004 
   To purchase oral surgery equipment to be used at the  
   Joseph Samuels Dental Center at Rhode Island Hospital 
 

Department of Health and Human Services Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA), $191,488:  2005 in support of the General Practice Residency Program 
 
CVS/Pharmacy Charitable Trust and United Way of Rhode Island, $15, 000:  2006, Initiative 
for Oral Health Care Awareness for Rhode Island’s special needs children    

 
UNIVERSITY TEACHING ROLES  N/A 
 
HOSPITAL TEACHING ROLES 
  

Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, Department of Restorative Dentistry, Boston, 
Massachusetts, Assistant Clinical Instructor:  1991-1992, 20 students/yr  

 
   Duke University Medical Center, Department of Medicine, Durham,  

North Carolina, Instructor, Introduction to Clinical Medicine, Oral Pathology:  1993-1994, 45 
students/year 

 
   Brown University School of Medicine, Department of Medicine,  

Providence, Rhode Island, Bio 301:  Internal Medicine Clerkship:  1996-present, 48 
students/year 

 
Rhode Island Hospital, Joseph Samuels Dental Center, Providence, Rhode Island, clinical 
instruction of University of Rhode Island and Community College of Rhode Island dental 
hygiene and dental assistant students:  1996-present, 20 students/year 

 
Joseph S. Sinclair General Practice Residency in Dentistry, Attending:  2006-present 
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